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Week Ending Friday, February 16, 1979 





Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Editors and News 
Directors. February 9, 1979 


Tue Preswent. Well, I apologize for 
interrupting your meeting. [Laughter] 

It’s a pleasure to have you here. Coin- 
cidentally, you comprise a group within 
which the 1,000th editor or news execu- 
tive sits, who’ve come here since we began 
this series shortly after I took this office. 
Twice a week* I have a chance to meet 
with the national press over here in the 
White House area, and twice a week* I 
meet with a group like yourselves from 
around the country. I’m very grateful that 
you could come. 


ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


What I'd like to do is to outline, as 
quickly as I can, just a few issues that are 
affecting me and our people within this 
country in domestic and foreign affairs 
and spend what time we have available 
answering your questions. 

I’m preparing this weekend, and have 
been for the last couple of weeks, for 
a very important foreign trip to Mexico. 
We've got a very large number of closely 
interrelated subjects to discuss between 


*Twice a month. [Printed in the transcript.] 


myself and President Lépez Portillo and 
others. I think you know the closeness with 
which we have consulted with Mexico 
since I’ve been President. The first thing 
that happened when Lopez Portillo was 
elected, was my wife went to his inaugura- 
tion. His wife came to mine. My first 
visitor who came here representing a for- 
eign country after I became President was 
President Lépez Portillo, and I’ve been 
looking forward to this visit as well. 

We are continuing our negotiations on 
SALT. Every Friday morning when 
Vance and I are in town, we have an 
early breakfast, and we are pursuing that. 

We've invited the Foreign Ministers 
of Egypt and Israel to come over here to 
this country to meet with Secretary Vance, 
and [ll undoubtedly be meeting with 
them as well while they are here. We hope 
that this will resolve the differences that 
still exist on a Mideast peace treaty. 

We have ongoing negotiations now with 
ourselves and four other of our Western 
allies, through the United Nations, to 
bring about majority rule and independ- 
ence for the nation of Namibia. 

We’ve concluded, as you know, in the 
last 2 weeks, preparations and the consum- 
mation of Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping’s 
visit. A couple more of our key Cabinet 
officers will be going to China very 
shortly—Secretary of Commerce, Secre- 
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tary of Treasury—and the Congress is 
dealing with legislation to implement the 
Panama Canal treaties and to continue 
our trade and cultural relationships with 
the people of Taiwan. If the Congress does 
not act on this legislation by the first of 
March, there will be problems in continu- 
ing Eximbank loans and OPIC insurance 
guarantees and other official functions of 
our Government with the corporations 
that we are establishing to represent our 
two peoples. Those are just a few items 
that are on the foreign affairs agenda. 

I would say the overwhelming problem 
and question, domestically speaking, is to 
control inflation. This is a serious chal- 
lenge. It has been with us for 10 years or 
more. It is not getting better. Recent 
price index changes are of deep concern 
to us and, I think, emphasize dramatically 
the necessity for the special interest groups 
and the doubting Members of Congress, 
the local and State officials, those who 
represent industry and labor, to cooperate 
as completely as possible in controlling 
inflation. It is a burning issue, an impor- 
tant issue, and the overriding issue on the 
domestic scene. 

I think at this time I'll just answer your 
questions, and I'll try to be as brief as 
possible. 


QUESTIONS 


ETHNIC AND MINORITY GROUPS 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Mike 
Krajsa. I publish Slovak-Amerike, which 
is the oldest Slovak newspaper in the 
country and very active in ethnic affairs. 

The Democratic National Committee 
did a survey polling 500 ethnic editors last 
year, which represents a circulation of 
about 5 million, and frankly, they’re quite 
displeased, myself included, by your elimi- 
nation of the Office of Ethnic Affairs in 
the White House, which your predecessors 
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had, and the attentions that you have paid 
to the ethnics of this country. 

Speaking as a Democrat from Pennsy]l- 
vania, I was very supportive of your cam- 
paign, as well as the heavy ethnic concen- 
tration of that State, but in last year’s 
gubernatorial election, the ethnic votes 
swung dramatically to the Republican 
side. 

As the elections approach, the ethnics 
again are going to continue to ask you to 
reestablish that office and, if at all pos- 
sible, to also establish some sort of council 
comparable to what you have with the 
feminists and with the black movement, 
to begin to advise you and have some in- 
put into a lot of the foreign policy that 
has escalated, especially in your adminis- 
tration, dealing, in my case, particularly 
with Central Europe. 

Do you have any intention of reestab- 
lishing that? We would like to be very 
helpful, frankly. We represent 17 percent 
of the vote, and there’s a number of peo- 
ple—my publication goes abroad, and 
frankly, the people behind the Iron Cur- 
tain look for us to continue to spearhead 
your human rights issue. And it’s becom- 
ing increasingly difficult, as the polls have 
shown. 

Tue Presiwent. Well, as you undoubt- 
edly recognize, our country is a nation of 
immigrants, and even refugees, including 
my own ancestors, a couple hundred years 
cr more ago. Yes, I am deeply concerned, 
and interested in the special problems that 
relate to ethnic Americans. 

I’ve always taken the position, how- 
ever, in dealing with any particular group 
of Americans, whether it be the elderly or 
blacks or Spanish-speaking or women, that 
it’s better for them to have a President and 
a Vice President, and a complete Cabinet, 
and also a complete White House staff, 
members who are both interested in and 
sensitive to the needs, than to have a single 
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isolated person through whom you had to 
channel questions relating to a particular 
group. 

I’ve met in this room or in the White 
House with larger groups from the com- 
munities whose ancestors came from Hun- 
gary, Romania, Poland, Estonia, and 
many other, both major and smaller 
countries, and we are continuing that 
responsibility. 

Lately, we have been talking again 
about how to improve the relationship 
with ethnics in a more conglomerate 
group, and not isolated individually as 
representatives whose families came from 
a particular country. 

Q. Is there someone on your staff that 
we could talk to about coalescing? 

Tue Preswent. I think Tim Kraft 
would probably be the best one to talk to, 
and Anne Wexler, either one of those. 
But I’d say Tim Kraft. 


ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM 
EXPORTING COUNTRIES 


Q. Mr. President, Hank Keezing, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, Herald. On energy, 
more and more is being written and dis- 
cussed about why isn’t this country trying 
to break the OPEC cartel price struc- 
ture. Has any thought been given to that 
tactical approach? 

Tue Present. As you know, we've 
got now about half of our oil being im- 
ported; very little of our natural gas is 
imported, because we have an adequate 
supply now for those special uses that we 
have for it. A lot of thought’s been going 
into how to minimize the adverse effect 
of the OPEC price structure. 

We presented a comprehensive energy 
proposal to the Congress in April of 1977, 
about 65 percent of which was adopted. 
The part relating to oil pricing, unfortu- 
nately, has not yet been adopted. 
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The best way to deal with this question, 
I think, is not to have an idle hope that 
we can destroy the structure of OPEC. I 
think it’s now become such an institu- 
tionalized structure that it would be very 
doubtful that anyone could break it down. 
Whenever we've challenged the authority 
of OPEC or tried to influence their pric- 
ing habits, we’ve never found much re- 
sponse from countries that were much 
more dependent on imported oil than are 
we. Our European allies—in France, for 
instance, and Japan, for instance—im- 
port sometimes 75, 80, 95 percent of their 
oil; whereas, we import much less, per- 
centagewise. 

I don’t think we could mount an in- 
ternational and successful challenge, but 
we can control the dependence and the 
adverse effect of OPEC by shifting away 
from imported oil, by increasing produc- 
tion in our own country, by shifting to 
coal, to solar energy, to natural gas, where 
we have a more adequate supply, and also 
by dealing with countries that are natu- 
rally bound to us historically in a spirit of 
friendship. 

When we had the oil embargo in 1973, 
we got an increasing portion of our oil 
from countries like Nigeria, Venezuela, 
Indonesia, that we had to import. And of 
course, since then we’ve brought in the 
Alaska pipeline to start bringing in oil. 

I might point out to you that right 
now we are in the unfortunate position 
that the OPEC price is not the prevailing 
price. The spot market price for oil now 
is $6 or $7 above the OPEC price. Ob- 
viously most of the oil is sold on a con- 
tract basis at the OPEC price level. But 
an increasing portion of the total oil in 
the international markets is being sold 
at about $20 to $21 a barrel; 
whereas, the OPEC price is a little above 
$14. 


now 
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That’s the best answer I can give you. 
I don’t think it’s possible to destroy 
OPEC. The best way to do it is to cut 
down on our dependence on imported 
oil. 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Q. Mr. President, you have just an- 
nounced you are planning to form a 
Cabinet-level department of education. 
And educators that I’ve talked to this 
past week tell me that they think this is 
going to just be more government control 
over education and more paperwork for 
them. What’s your thinking behind this? 

Tue Presiwent. That’s not the case. 
Obviously, I wouldn’t do that if I 
thought that. I’ve been a Governor for 4 
years, and before that I was on the local 
school board, the county school board, 
for 7 years. I’ve had a deep interest in 
education. 

I think it’s important to have a depart- 
ment in the Federal Government respon- 
sible for education and not have it buried 
in a much larger department that’s 
dominated by interests of a welfare and 
health nature. I sit around this table and 
meet with my Cabinet every week or 
every 2 weeks, and I would say that out- 
side of hotly disputed segregation law- 
suits and things of that kind, we don’t 
spend half of 1 percent of our time dis- 
cussing what we can legitimately do to 
make education of our children and 
adults in this country better. 

And I believe that it will be very help- 
ful to have a single person that’s identi- 
fied by students, parents, county, State 
officials as the person responsible for edu- 
cation in this country working with me. 
We’ve eliminated enormous quantities of 
unnecessary paperwork, reports, forms, at 
the suggestion of and with the coopera- 
tion of both college presidents who have 
met in this room with me, and the repre- 


sentatives of the States, State school 
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superintendents, who’ve met over in the 
larger room with me for that particular 
purpose. I believe it’ll be a much cleaner 
relationship in eliminating confusion and 
overlapping and redtape and the duplica- 
tion of reports if we can have a separate 
department. ; 

We’ve been very careful in drafting the 
legislation. We’ve not tried to abuse any- 
one. But for those reasons, I think it 
would be a step in the right direction, not 
backwards. As you know, the NEA, the 
largest organization of teachers, thinks 
it'd be very good. And although Joe 
Califano has not been an enthusiastic 
supporter of it, he agrees with my deci- 
sion. [Laughter] 

Q. Do you have anybody in mind to 
head the department? 

Tue Presiwent. Not yet. But I think 
the Congress is very likely to pass that 
legislation, and when they do, I think it'll 
be a step in having better education for 
our children. I would certainly never do 
anything as President to usurp the clear 
responsibility for the curriculum and for 
other aspects of education away from the 
local officials primarily and, obviously, 
the State officials secondarily. And I 
would put the Federal Government as a 
level of educational administration that 
ought to be removed from decisions con- 
cerning the students themselves as much 
as possible. 


GAMBLING 


Q. Mr. President, there are now at 
least five States considering legalized 
gaming to alleviate their financial condi- 
tions. Have you or will you consider a 
national gaming policy, or would you 
consider intervening in gaming in any 
way? 

Tue Preswent. I’m not in favor of it. 
When I was Governor, I opposed any 
form of legalized gambling, and [ still 
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have the same conviction that it’s not 
well advised. : 

Q. Would you intervene at all in 
gambling policy? 

Tue Preswwent. No. Obviously, the 
Federal Government has _ responsibility 
through the Internal Revenue Service 
and through the Justice Department and 
other agencies to assure that legalities are 
followed. This is a prerogative of the 
States, in accordance with constitutional 
delineations of responsibility. And only 
when we deal with foreign governments 
does the Federal Government have a di- 
rect influence on gambling. 

No, I wouldn’t want to sponsor a con- 
stitutional amendment giving the Federal 
Government the authority to prohibit it, 
but my own personal opinion is that 
gambling is not good. 


INFLATION AND TAXATION 


Q. Mr. President, Dave Willmott, 
Suffolk Life Newspapers, Westhampton, 
[New York]. Indexing has been brought 
up as a method of controlling inflation, 
tying indexing inflation to taxes. Your ad- 
ministration, I understand, has opposed 
it. Could you tell us why? 

THE Preswwent. Well, most of the in- 
dexing means that you have to do it both 
ways. If the inflation rate goes up, then 
all the other prices, payments to retirees, 
pension payments, and everything go up 
with it. 

I think to have an automatic connec- 
tion between the inflation rate and the 
rate of taxation, or the rate of payment 
of Federal funds for different programs, is 
ill-advised. Quite often you need some 


flexibility to decide on an annual basis 


the best way to expend both tax privileges 
and also to distribute tax funds once they 
are collected. 

Q. Doesn’t indexing give the Federal 
Government, though, an automatic tax 
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increase on a regular basis every time we 
have inflation because of the progressive 
income tax system that we’re on? 

Tue Preswent. The trends are cer- 
tainly in the right direction. When you 
have a higher inflation rate at a given— 
for, if everything else stays the same, 
people move into a higher income level 
to get the same real wage, and therefore, 
they pay a higher rate of taxation. That’s 
what you are talking about, a higher per- 
centage of our income? 

Q. Right. 

Tue Presipent. Yes. And the Con- 
gress and the incumbent President, who- 
ever it might be, take that into considera- 
tion by modifying the tax laws generally 
through reductions. But I think it’s better 
since it’s done on an annual basis—some- 
times it’s considered several times during 
the year—to do it in that respect rather 
than to have an automatic formula. 


U.S. FORCES IN SOUTH KOREA 


Q. Mr. President, Virginia Reuss, 
Gouverneur, New York. Do you have any 
plans to bring back the troops from Korea 
in the near future, and if you do, have you 
an idea where they will be stationed, just 
what will be considered? 

Tue Presiwent. Over a period of 
time, I think the troops ought to be 
brought back from Korea. We’ve had our 
troops there for 30 years, and I’ve made a 
basic decision that the troops should be 
brought back. 

The rate of returning them to the 
United States is constantly being assessed. 
We've already brought back a few. Right 
now we are holding in abeyance any 
further reduction in American troop 
levels until we can assess the new intelli- 
gence data on the buildup of North 
Korean force levels, the impact of the 
normalization with China, and the new 
peace proposal or discussions for peace 


247 








Feb. 10 


that have been put forward by both the 
North Korean and the South Korean 
Governments. 

There is hardly a more vigorous and 
successful economic system in the world 
than South Korea, and over a period of 
time they’ve built up their capacity to 
both finance and construct their own 
military weapons systems. But I think that 
there won’t be any rapid withdrawal of 
troops, and we don’t have any plans yet 
for where they will be placed when they 
come back. 

The major problem that we’ve had to 
face since I’ve been in office has been 
how to reinvigorate the NATO Alliance 
and how to make sure that the forces that 
we do have standing in a reserve capacity 
on active duty could be deployed rapidly 
to different parts of the world when they 
are needed. 

So, we are cautiously carrying out a 
basic policy of withdrawing troops from 
South Korea, letting South Korea be 
more self-sufficient in defending them- 
selves, analyzing recent changes in the 
international situation. And I don’t 
know where the troops will be placed. 


U.S. RELATIONS WITH CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, Kent Collins, from 
Quincy, Illinois. The other day on Capitol 
Hill, Senator Danforth of Missouri 
warned that the American people and 
maybe your administration were putting 
too much faith in what he described as an 
elderly, twice-purged Vice Premier from 
China. Is there any validity to that warn- 
ing? Do you worry that the Vice Premier 
could be ousted and the tide turned? 

Tue Present. I don’t, obviously, pre- 
dict that that’s going to happen; I don’t 
think it’s going to happen. It’s always in- 
evitable, though, that leaderships will 
change. 
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The policy that has been adopted 
by the People’s Republic of China recent- 
ly, leading toward normalization, is, so far 
as I know, a unanimous decision among 
the leadership within China. Premier Hua, 
who I think is only a little bit older than 
I am—57, 58—strongly supports this po- 
licy. Deng Xiaoping, the Vice Premier, 
one of the Vice Premiers, is in his early 
seventies. But I think it’s accurate to say 
that the young leadership and the more 
elderly leadership are all unanimous in 
thinking this is a good idea. 

There’s another facet to it, and that is 
that their relationship with us has not been 
unique. They have reached out their in- 
fluence and also their partnership in trade, 
peace, normalization, to many other coun- 
tries around the world in the last couple 
of years, with Japan. And I noticed in the 
paper this morning that it was announced 
that they've now normalized relationships 
with Portugal. And Portugal will continue 
the administration of Macao. 

But we’ve got an awareness that it’s to 
China’s advantage in their major modern- 
ization program which affects every one 
in China to retain these newly formed 
diplomatic, political, and trade relation- 
ships with countries throughout the 
world. Ours is perhaps the most important 
in their eyes. As far as the consequences to 
us, if they should change their policies in 
the future, I don’t see any serious con- 
sequence that could evolve. 

If a catastrophe should occur in China 
or any other country, and the existing 
government should be changed, then we’d 
have to reassess our relationships with 
them anew. But that’s a constant responsi- 
bility that a President has. We have pro- 
tected our ability to deal with the people 
of Taiwan in a continuing, constructive, 
supportive basis—trade, cultural affairs, 
and defense. There’s nothing to prohibit a 
future President or a future Congress, if 
we feel that Taiwan is unnecessarily en- 
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dangered, from interposing the American 
Pacific Fleet between the island and the 
Mainland. And there’s certainly nothing 
to prevent a future President or Congress 
from even going to war, if they choose, to 
protect the people of Taiwan, or to pro- 
tect any other people in the country 
[world] * that we look on with favor. So, 
we still have complete flexibility to deal 
with that kind of conjectural possibility if 
we choose. 
FARM PRICES 


©. Mr. President, Jeanie Stream, KSIB 
Radio, Creston, Iowa. Quite obviously, 
the farmers came to Washington this 
week. Can you tell me if you think the de- 
mands for 90 percent parity are reason- 
able? 

THE PresipENT. Obviously, I think the 
farmers have a right not only to come to 
Washington but to demonstrate when they 
disagree with Government policy, or feel 
that they've been abused in getting an 
equitable treatment in our economic 
system. 

I think the American Agricultural 
Movement, a year or two ago, when it 
was first formed, effectively dramatized 
the plight of farmers. The new agricul- 
ture bill went into effect in October of 
1977. It has worked very well. There is 
no possibility of the Congress or I ap- 
proving action which would lead to an 
across-the-board 90 percent of parity 
payment for all crops. 

Did I answer your question? 


REGISTRATION FOR THE DRAFT 


Q. Mr. President, Howard Kelley 
from WTLV in Jacksonville, [Florida]. 
Ten days ago, Secretary Brown indicated 
that we ought to start considering regis- 
tering 18-year-old men in case we need 
them for the military. He said while 


* Printed in the transcript. 


we're at it, we ought to start registering 
women, too. Do you agree? 

Tue Present. Yes, I think I agree. 
If we register persons for future use in 
some form in our country, it would prob- 
ably be inevitable that we’d register both. 
But that doesn’t mean that women will 
be drafted, or that men will be drafted 
to go into the Armed Forces. Secretary 
Brown gave me a brief memorandum and 
said that we ought to explore the advis- 
ability in some way of having a record for 
possible drafting during any emergency 
of people in certain age groups. And I 
think if we register men, that the women 
should be registered as well. But I don’t 
anticipate this happening. 


FEDERAL AID TO CITIES 


Q. Mr. President, Rick Beyer, from 
Gary, Indiana. Gary and other mid-sized 
American cities are in an economically 
depressed time. And they have a feeling 
that because while their costs rise, they 
have very little control over taxes and 
control over their revenues, that they are 
very dependent upon the Federal Gov- 
ernment. And this is particularly true in 
Indiana, where the State has imposed a 
tax 

Tue PresiwenT. You're talking about 
the city government officials, now? 

Q. Yes, I am—for instance, the mayor 
and deputy mayor of Gary. They feel it’s 
especially true in Indiana now, where 
there’s a State-imposed tax freeze, and 
the city cannot raise its income from any 
sort of taxes. They feel that they are 
dependent upon the Federal Government 


land that when the Federal Government 


gives a lot of money to cities, that they 
are better off when the money stays the 
same or increases in real terms, and you 
still have inflation, that they become 
somewhat worse off. 
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I have a two-part question. Given that 
very strong feeling on the part of the 
city officials, can you tell me what basis 
you disagree with that—as you have said 
that you do in the past—and that your 
1980 budget, which includes some of 
these decreases, will not hurt cities? And 
the second part of the question is, do you 
think there might ever come a time in 4, 
5, 10 years, when cities would be more 
independent of the Federal Government, 
and if so, what would it take? I guess 
that’s about four questions, all in one. 

Tue Presiwwent. I noticed _ that. 
[Laughter] 

First of all, I agree that the cities are 
better off the more Federal funds they 
get. Secondly, I see the difference be- 
tween cities and county governments on 
the one hand, and State governments on 
the other. State governments have com- 
plete flexibility under the Constitution to 
levy what taxes they choose, very few ex- 
ceptions involving international trade, for 
instance. City and county governments 
can only levy the kinds of taxes that the 
State legislatures permit them to. 

During my campaign years, I advo- 
cated—and I was Governor, as 
well—that revenue sharing funds should 
be channeled to cities and local govern- 
ments and not to State governments. And 
certainly if there’s a choice between them, 
the cities and counties should get the 
priority. 

We have substantially increased allo- 
cation of funds for local governments 
since I’ve been in office, including the 
fiscal year 1980 budget. This includes 
some—many requests that I’ve made to 
the Congress that were carried out, plus 
some that have not yet been carried out, 
like countercyclical funds. But there will 
be another increase next year in things 
like water and sewage funds, recreation 
funds, and a continuation of 


when 


large 
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amounts of money for CETA jobs, and 
others that will help the cities directly. 

So, the trend has certainly, strongly, in 
the last few years, been in the direction of 
increasing Federal aid. There might be an 
inclination on the part of the Congress 
to kind of level off the increase, but I 
don’t see any possibility in the future of 
eliminating Federal aid for the cities. 

Q. Is your answer to the second part 
of my question then that there is prob- 
ably not a possibility in the next 5 or 10 
years of cities becoming more independ- 
ent from the Federal Government or from 
the States, even? 

Tue Presipent. I don’t believe so, but 
I'll have to say that that’s a two-way 
responsibility. If the States should give 
city governments an unlimited right to 
levy whatever taxes they choose, I think 
that would be a serious mistake. I would 
not do it as Governor. Secondly, the Con- 
gress is intensely lobbied by local govern- 
ment officials at the county and city level, 
and I think the Congress and my prede- 
cessors here in the White House have been 
very sensitive to the needs of local govern- 
ments. 

So, I don’t see any prospect at all of 
the cities having to become more inde- 
pendent of financial aid from the Federal 
Government. The trend has been just the 
opposite, an increasing allocation of Fed- 
eral aid for local governments. 

Ms. Barto. Thank you, sir. 

Tue Preswent. Well, 
question. 


one more 


EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, a policy question 
with regard to the upcoming Middle East 
talks, if I may. On the one hand, it’s ar- 
gued that a separate Israel-Egyptian 
peace would generate irresistible psycho- 
logical momentum for a broader, compre- 
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hensive settlement, and such that explicit 
linkage would not be required. The other 
hand, pragmatists say that a separate 
peace would so tip the political and mili- 
tary balance in Israel’s favor that there 
would be very little likelihood of progress 
in the future toward a comprehensive 
peace. 

Which of these approaches would you 
press upon Israel and Egypt when they 
come here? 

Tue Presiwent. The United States 
does not have a position to put forward 
on a peace treaty. There’s not a word or a 
phrase or a sentence or a paragraph that 
I want to see put in a peace treaty be- 
tween Israel and Egypt. What we do is to 
encourage Israel and Egypt to put for- 
ward their ideas. 

In 95 percent of the total cases, they 
have now reached agreement. In those re- 
maining 5, we add our good offices to pro- 
pose to them, when a deadlock exists 
between Israel and Egypt, alternative 
wording and substance, hoping that they'll 
accept some of our proposals. If they 
don’t, we go back to the drafting board. 

But at Camp David, there was evolved 
a description of a comprehensive peace 
settlement for Israel, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, and the Palestinians who 
live on the West Bank and Gaza. That 
was one document. The other document 
outlined the basic principles of a peace 
treaty between Israel and Egypt unilat- 
erally. But the Israel and Egypt treaty 
terms were also mentioned very clearly 
within the comprehensive 
outline. 


settlement 


I think that the commitment of both 
Begin and Sadat was to a comprehensive 
peace settlement. And I’ve heard Prime 
Minister Begin say several times to Presi- 
dent Sadat in my presence, when only the 
three of us were there, “I am not looking 
for a separate peace treaty with Egypt.” 
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The way the negotiations have evolved, 
with the Palestinians and the Jordanians 
unwilling to participate, this has of neces- 
sity led to the bilateral discussions between 
Israel and Egypt. Egypt is very insistent 
that Israel comply with the agreement at 
Camp David, that a comprehensive peace 
settlement be sought; and Israel, on the 
other hand, is very insistent that the peace 
treaty that’s being evolved between Israel 
and Egypt not be abrogated because of 
factors beyond their control; for instance, 
the refusal of the Palestinians to partici- 
pate in future negotiations. 

So, I think that’s where the basic dead- 
lock exists. I, therefore, am very deeply 
committed to carrying out, if I can, the 
principles of the Camp David accords, 
which encompass a comprehensive settle- 
ment. 

Q. You believe in linkage? 

Tue Present. Well, I think the word 
“linkage” has become kind of a code 
word, where Israel says no linkage, Egypt 
says linkage. I think it’s better to talk 
about the need for a comprehensive settle- 
ment. That’s language that both sides can 
accept without violating the honor of their 
own nation. 

We hope that in the privacy of the 
upcoming discussions at the Foreign Min- 
ister level that we can make additional 
progress. One of the worst ways to ne- 
gotiate is through the news media, because 
once a negotiator makes a public state- 
ment—‘“This is our position” —it almost 
becomes, to repeat myself, a violation of 
one’s word of honor to be flexible and 
actually to negotiate. And I think the 
privacy of Camp David was the key fac- 
tbr in the success that we had. 

So, when Dayan and Khalil come back 
over here, maybe around the end of this 
month, to meet with Secretary Vance, 
one of the things that we'll try to do is 
to have the meetings conducted in pri- 
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vacy so that the negotiators don’t have 
to go out and repeat to the news media 
and to the public every day what their 
latest negotiating position might be. 

I read your articles, by the way, very 
carefully, relating to the United Nations 
and other matters, and I enjoy them. Let 
me say this in closing: I’m very grateful 
that you could come. I think the breadth 
and variety of your own questions is in- 
dicative of the kind of decisions that I 
have to make every day. I’ve enjoyed the 
job very much. I’ve learned in the process. 

I think one of the things that gets lost 
because we deal with daily crises and de- 
bates and disharmonies and arguments is 
the basic strength and soundness of our 
country militarily, economically, political- 
ly, I hope, ethically. There is no country 
as strong as ours—no other country as 
strong as ours—and I think that we some- 
times lose a sense of the cohesiveness that’s 
so crucial to us. 

We've learned a great deal from the 
visits of editors and other executives from 
around the country who come here. You 
have a different perspective from the per- 
spective of news media representatives 
who stay in Washington full-time, and it’s 
a good educational process for me to have 
to listen to your questions and to try to 
think of an accurate answer. But I’m 
grateful that you could come. 

If you have no objection, I would like 
to get an individual photograph with 
each one of you. And I see some around 
the room that I’ve known for a long time; 
and I'd like to thank you for coming 
again. So, if you’d come by, and let me 
just shake hands, we’ll get a photograph. 
I don’t have time for another question as 
you go by though, that’s the only thing. 

I think you’ll be meeting this afternoon 
with Barry Bosworth. I think you'll be 
impressed with him. We hope that when 
you leave you'll have a little clearer pic- 
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ture of what we do here at the White 
House for you. 
NOTE: The interview began at 1:15 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 
Patricia Y. Bario is Associate Press Secretary 
and Barry P. Bosworth is Director of the Coun- 
cil on Wage and Price Stability. 

The transcript of the interview was released 
on February 10. 


Interview With the President 
Question-and-Answer Session With 
Joajuin Lopez-Doriga of Channel 13, 
Government of Mexico Television. 
February 8, 1979 


Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Mr. President, in 
a few days you will be visiting Mexico. In 
view of developments in Mexico’s oil 
production and the problem of illegal 
workers, how do you see relations be- 
tween the two countries? 

Tue Present. I think in the last 2 
years, since I’ve been in office and since 
President Lépez Portillo has been Presi- 
dent, the relations have improved con- 
siderably. For a number of decades, there 
have been strains between Mexico and 
the United States and a lack of adequate 
consultation and the sharing of mutual 
problems. I think President Lépez 
Portillo and I have both recognized that 
problem when we became Presidents, and 
we’ve made great strides to relieve those 
challenges. 

In the field of trade, border problems, 
agriculture, fisheries, maritime problems, 
exchange of prisoners, the control of 
narcotics, the enforcement of customs 
laws, the holding down of smuggling, in 
many other hemispheric problems, the 
control of arms, the enhancement of 
peace, the control of nuclear weapons, we 
have seen the admirable leadership of 
President Lépez Portillo in working with 
us to reach agreement on how we can ap- 
proach these problems as partners. 
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So, I think the situation is improving 
rapidly, and I will learn a great deal and 
my country will benefit very much from 
my coming visit with your people and 
your President. 

Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Mr. President, 
President Lépez Portillo has said that 
Mexican oil production is adjusted to the 
needs of Mexico. Do you expect an in- 
crease of oil and gas production to meet 
the needs of the United States, or some 
kind of agreement on this issue? 

Tue Presiwent. I expect the rate of 
exploration and production of oil and gas 
in Mexico to be decided by the Mexican 
people only. This is not something that 
we should try to influence. This should be 
done with very careful attention to what’s 
best for the Mexican people. 

We have been very pleased to see the 
prospect of new prosperity and new 
growth in job opportunities and a better 
quality of life for the people of Mexico 
because of the new discoveries of this 
valuable energy source. And we want to 
be a good customer for the portion of oil 
and gas that Mexico decides to sell to us 
as a neighbor. But the price must be fair 
and the control of production and dis- 
tribution must be kept in the hands of 
the Mexican people. 

So, we want to be good customers and 
we feel that your people and the people 
of my country will benefit from these new 
energy discoveries. 

Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Turning to the 
problem of illegal immigration, Mr. Presi- 
dent, what do you see as a solution to this 
problem which our two countries share? 

Tue Present. First of all, I will 
have to enforce the laws of my country. 
And I’ve been very deeply impressed on 
my visits to Mexico with the desire of 
Mexican people to live in accordance with 
the law. 

In some ways, the immigration laws 
that we now have in effect have not been 
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workable, and I have submitted to the 
last Congress proposals for change in 
those immigration laws. The Congress did 
not act on my proposals. Before I decide 
whether or not to submit new laws to 
Congress or what form they should take, 
I want to consult very closely with Presi- 
dent Lépez Portillo and other interested 
Mexican officials so that when we do 
change our law, it will be one that will be 
fair and workable and will protect the in- 
terests and the basic human rights of even 
those who have come to our country in 
the past in violation of our immigration 
laws. 

We want to be fair to all those who’ve 
come here, whether they originally came 
within the bounds of the law or otherwise, 
and to make sure we have a law that’s 
simple and workable and suitable both to 
the Mexican people and to the people of 
my country. 

Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Mr. President, 
every United States President since Frank- 
lin Roosevelt, I think, has met with his 
Mexican President and hailed the visit as 
a breakthrough for both countries. But 
after the speeches are over, very little 
really happens. I don’t know if you agree 
with this. Is your visit, Mr. President, 
merely ceremonial, or can you promise 
followup actions? 

Tue PresmpENT. Well, there will be 
followup actions. When President Lépez 
Portillo was inaugurated, even before I 
was President, my wife went to the cere- 
monies. When I was inaugurated, Mrs. 
Lépez Portillo came here to be an honored 
guest. When I decided who would be my 
first foreign visitor after I became Presi- 
dent, my choice was President Lépez Por- 
tillo. And our Vice President has been to 
Mexico, and we’ve had constant consul- 
tations at the Cabinet level of our top 
ministers..And, as I mentioned earlier in 
the interview, we’ve already concluded 
agreements relating to irrigation, agri- 
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culture, customs, the control of narcotics, 
fisheries, maritime law. We’ve worked out 
a treaty on exchange of prisoners, and 
we've laid a good basis for further 
achievements both on my upcoming visit 
and also for the future. 

So, the consultations have been very 
productive so far. I think they'll be much 
more productive in the future. 

One of the things that we see is a rapid 
improvement in the job opportunities and 
quality of life of the people of Mexico and 
my country because of increased trade. 
Mexico is our most important trade part- 
ner in this hemisphere, in Latin America. 
And our trade level now is about $10 bil- 
lion a year. We export about the same 
amount that we import from Mexico. It’s 
an even and mutual benefit. 

So, these are the kind of things that 
we see as great opportunities in the future, 
even for more rapid progress. We’re very 
excited about this. 

Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Mr. President, 
would you tell us, please, which is the 
main purpose of your visit to Mexico—oil, 
gas, illegals, or all together? 

Tue PresipENT. Well, all of our rela- 
tionships with Mexico are very complex 
and complicated. There will be an agenda 
for which I’m preparing that consists of 
literally dozens of different subjects, and 
I think they are very closely interrelated. 
You can’t isolate just one subject and say 
this is the most important thing. 

We are very grateful for the friendship 
that exists between Mexico and the 
United States. I’m also very grateful and 
have admiration for your leaders and 
your people, because Mexico has in recent 
years become one of the most influential 
countries of the whole world in stabilizing 
affairs in this hemisphere, in providing a 
commitment that never changes for the 
protection of human rights, in promoting 
democratic principles in all the govern- 
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ments of the Western Hemisphere, in try- 
ing to hold down the spread of weapons 
and war, in trying to prevent nuclear ex- 
plosives from spreading throughout the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

We are very interested also in seeing 
the benefits that come to us and the entire 
world for Mexico’s leadership among the 
nations that are rapidly developing, and 
as a regional leader, Mexico’s good rela- 
tionships with us are very valuable to the 
United States. And I think in a system of 
mutual respect and equality, partnership, 
friendship, we benefit greatly, as do the 
people of your country. 

I might add that we now have 20 mil- 
lion American citizens of Mexican ances- 
try who live among us. And we derive 
great strength from this sharing of a com- 
mon background. Our Nation is one of 
immigrants. And almost everyone who 
lives in our country, with very few excep- 
tions, immigrated to our Nation. So, we 
value this strength and this natural tie of 
kinship and friendship very much. 

Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Muchas gracias, 
Senor Presidente. g¢ Cémo va su espanol, 
your Spanish? [Thank you, Mr. President. 
How is your Spanish ?] 

Tue Presiwent. No hay mucha opor- 
tunidad de practicar aqui en Washington. 
Sera un gran placer para mi estar en Mex- 
ico y un grande oportunidad de consultar 
su Presidente. Muchas gracias a ti, senor. 
[There is not much opportunity to prac- 
tice here in Washington. It will be a great 
pleasure for me to be in Mexico and a 
great opportunity to consult with your 
President. Thank you, sir.] 


Mr. Lopez-Dorica. Muchas gracias, 
Senor Presidente. 


NOTE: The interview began at approximately 
1:40 p.m. in the Map Room at the White 
House. It was taped for later broadcast in 
Mexico. 

The transcript of the interview was released 
on February 12. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
FEBRUARY 12, 1979 


Tue PresmwentT. I have two or three 
brief statements I’d like to make before 
the questions. 


Tue SITUATION IN IRAN 


First of all, I’d like to say a few words 
about Iran. Over the past several months, 
we have observed closely the events un- 
folding there. Our objective has been and 
is a stable and independent Iran which 
maintains good relations with the United 
States of America. Our policy has been 
not to interfere in the internal affairs of 
Iran and to express our firm expectation 
that other nations would not do so either. 

We hope that the differences that have 
divided the people of Iran for so many 
months can now be ended. As has been 
the case throughout this period, we have 
been in touch with those in control of the 
Government of Iran, and we stand ready 
to work with them. Our goals are now, as 
they have been for the past few months, 
to ensure the safety of Americans in Iran, 
to minimize bloodshed and violence, to 
ensure that Iran is militarily capable of 
protecting her independence and her ter- 
ritorial integrity, to prevent interference 
or intervention in the internal affairs of 
Iran by any outside power, and to honor 
the will of the Iranian people. 

These have been our hopes and our 
goals and our involvement there has been, 
as you know, minimal during the last few 
months. 

The curtailment of Iran’s energy sup- 
plies is of special interest to the people of 
our country and to the world. This under- 
scores the vulnerability about which I 
spoke when I presented our proposal for a 
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comprehensive energy plan to the Con- 
gress in April of 1977. 

The net shortfall from the curtailment 
of Iran’s energy production is, on a world- 
wide basis, about 2 million barrels per 
day and for the United States a curtail- 
ment of about one-half million barrels per 
day. To put this in perspective, it com- 
prises about 2% percent of the current 
American consumption. 

Most petroleum stocks were fairly high 
at the beginning of this winter season, and 
while we are, therefore, in no immediate 
danger, the stocks here and throughout 
the world continue to be drawn down. 

I want to emphasize and support the 
call that Secretary Schlesinger made for 
voluntary conservation of oil within our 
Nation by all Americans. If we would 
honor the 55-mile-per-hour speed limit, 
set thermostats no higher than 65 degrees 
in homes and buildings, and limit discre- 
tionary driving, voluntarily, and shifting 
to carpools and to rapid transit systems, 
we could offset the current reduction in 
Iranian supply of oil to our country. 

A prudent public response early and on 
a broad-scale basis will make sure that any 
interruption in our economic system will 
be minimal in the future. 


INFLATION 


I’d like to make a brief statement about 
inflation, because last month’s increase in 
the wholesale price index emphasized 
again a very clear message to our Nation, 
that we cannot shrink from making tough 
decisions which are needed to bring infla- 
tion under control. 

The demands of special interest groups, 
no matter how legitimate or benevolent, 
must be resisted. The Congress must hold 
the line on Federal spending this year. We 
have steadily reduced the Federal deficit 
over the past 2 years, and we will continue 
to reduce the Federal deficit further. The 
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Congress must act as well to pass long 
overdue legislation to contain hospital 
costs. 

The American people badly need relief 
from this punishing excessive inflation. I 
said when I announced our wage-price 
guidelines last fall that inflation might 
very well get worse in the short rum before 
it got better. The January wholesale price 
index obviously bears out that prediction. 
But we do not expect such large increases 
in the wholesale price index to occur in 
the months immediately ahead. 

All available evidence indicates that the 
guidelines which we’ve established are 
beginning to take hold. The first major 
wage settlement by the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers and by others since then 
have fallen within the 7-percent guideline 
figure. The overwhelming majority of 
major corporations have pledged to com- 
ply with the voluntary guidelines, and we 
expect the others to follow suit. 

The staff of the Council on Wage and 
Price Stability, now well-organized, will 
vigorously monitor all pricing decisions to 
ensure compliance. The Congress must do 
its part in enacting legislation that we 
have proposed, real wage insurance. 
American workers who have restrained 
their own wage demands deserve this pro- 
tection from our Government. 

For more than 10 years now, we have 
lived with rising inflation. Now the pro- 
gram that we’ve set in force is begining to 
work, and if we all do our part, we can 
succeed in reducing inflation in our coun- 
try step by step. 

I’m determined to use the full author- 
ity of my office to make this effort suc- 
ceed. And I believe the Congress and all 
Americans are ready to do their part. 


Visit TO Mexico 


The last comment I have is about my 
Mexico state visit. Two years ago, Presi- 
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dent José Lépez Portillo of Mexico be- 
came the first head of state to visit me at 
the White House. This was no accident, 
but a carefully considered judgment, be- 
cause I wanted to demonstrate the im- 
portance which I have placed from the 
very beginning on our relationships with 
our neighbor, Mexico, the neighbor which 
shares the North American Continent 
with ourselves and with Canada. 

About 40 hours from now, I will depart 
for Mexico City to return President Lépez 
Portillo’s visit and to renew our own per- 
sonal dialog as part of the consultations 
and negotiations which have continued, 
since his visit, among our Ministers and 
top Government officials. 

We will be discussing some very im- 
portant and very difficult problems, in- 
cluding trade, energy, and border issues. 
I’m looking forward to extensive discus- 
sions of global and regional problems, as 
well. As you know, Mexico plays a vital 
role in the entire world on a number of 
crucial issues, such as economic develop- 
ment, arms restraint, and nonprolifera- 
tion. These issues are very important, both 
to President Lépez Portillo and to me. 

Inevitably, there are differences in out- 
look between two such diverse and im- 
portant neighbors as Mexico and the 
United States. But these differences are 
dwarfed by our common concerns, our 
common values, and our areas of coopera- 
tion. 

I view this trip above all as an oppor- 
tunity to listen and to learn. I want to 
hear President Lépez Portillo’s views, and 
I want to relay my own views to him. We 
will be working together toward an even 
better future relationship between our two 
countries. 

Thank you very much. 

Frank [Frank Cormier, 
Press]? 


Associated 
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QUESTIONS 


U.S. RELATIONS WITH IRAN 


Q. Mr. President, do you see much 
realistic hope of entering into a mutually 
productive relationship with the new Gov- 
ernment of Iran? 

Tue Present. Yes, I see continued 
hope for very productive and peaceful co- 
operation with the Government of Iran. 
This has been our posture in the past, and 
it will continue to be our posture in the 
future. 

In the last few hours, our Embassy has 
reported that the followers of designated 
Prime Minister Bazargan have been very 
helpful in ensuring the safety of Ameri- 
cans, and we’ve been consulting with 
them very closely. So, I believe that the 
people of Iran and their government will 
continue to be our friends and that the 
relationship will be helpful to us. 


U.S. RELATIONS WITH TAIWAN 


Q. Mr. President, you said in an inter- 
view over the weekend that a future Presi- 
dent has the option of going to war and 
protecting Taiwan. Senator Jackson says 
you should be more restrained. My ques- 
tion is, would you go to war to protect 
Taiwan? 

THE Present. I have no intention of 
going to war. The relationship that we 
have with Taiwan is one based on mutual 
interest, and I wanted to point out that 
no future decision by myself or my suc- 
cessor is prevented. But our country is 
one that believes in peace, and I have no 


anticipation that there will be any re- | 


quirement for war in the Western Pacific. 

Q. Mr. President, on the same subject 
of Taiwan, two related questions. You 
had earlier said that no resolution by 
Congress was necessary and suggested that 
almost any resolution that might come 
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out of Congress which would give any 
kind of reassurance to Taiwan might not 
meet with your approval. I wanted to ask 
you, in the first place, whether you’ve 
changed your mind in any way about that, 
whether there is any kind of resolution 
from Congress which might be accepted 
by you? I have in mind particularly the 
approach of Senators Kennedy and Cran- 
ston. 

And secondly, there remains confusion 
resulting from your January statement 
that you had pursued the goal of getting 
from the Chinese Government a commit- 
ment for peaceful solution of the problem 
of Taiwan. And, as you know, that re- 
sulted in some misunderstanding, which 
you might like to clarify. 

Tue Preswent. Well, to repeat what 
I said in the last press conference, I think 
we pursued the goal of getting a maxi- 
mum commitment possible from China 
about the peaceful resolution of their dif- 
ferences with Taiwan successfully. We 
did get the maximum, in my opinion, that 
was possible. 

I have never said that I would not ac- 
cept any resolution from the Congress. I 
have said that I don’t think a resolution is 
necessary, because the legislation we pro- 
posed to the Congress, in my opinion, is 
adequate. 

I could not accept any resolution or 
amendment to the legislation that would 
contradict the commitments that we have 
made to the Government of China, on 
which is predicated our new, normal re- 
lationships. And I think that any resolu- 
tion or amendment that would go as far 
or further with the defense commitments 
to Taiwan would be unacceptable. 


ENERGY CONSERVATION 


Q. Mr. President, you had a relatively 
optimistic statement about the energy 
shortfall a couple of minutes ago, I 
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thought. But isn’t it more likely that in 
fact you’re going to have to go to such 
measures as Sunday closing of gasoline 
stations? And as Senator Jackson said, 
the price of gasoline may go up to a dol- 
lar a gallon and we'll have long lines. 
Wouldn't it be better to sort of warn the 
American people about that? 

Tue Present. Well, the situation is 
not crucial now; it’s not a crisis. But it 
certainly could get worse. For instance, if 
we experience a worldwide shortage to the 
extent that our sharing commitment 
would be triggered, this would mean an 
additional shortage in our country that 
would go from 2! percent up to 4 per- 
cent. And if the Iranian production is not 
restored in the next number of months, 
our shortage in this country could go as 
high as 5, 6, or 7 percent, under which 
circumstances we would have to take 
more strenuous action. 

But I believe the first step is to imple- 
ment fully the new legislation that we 
now have on the books and to encourage 
the American people, as we have been for 
the last 2 years, strictly to enforce volun- 
tary conservation measures. One thing 
that’s concerned me recently is the move 
on the part of some ill-advised State leg- 
islatures to raise the speed limit above 
55, up to 65 or more. This would result 
in a termination of Federal funds allo- 
cated to them for highway purposes. 

But I think there has to be built in the 
American consciousness a realization that 
we can accommodate these potential 
shortages in oil production on a world- 
wide basis if we carry out a shifting from 
oil to coal or natural gas, under some cir- 


cumstances, or other 


to solar power, 
sources, and if we restrain our wasteful- 
ness in the consumption of oil as much as 


possible. 
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WELFARE SPENDING 


Q. Mr. President, in your 1976 cam- 
paign, you pledged a program that would 
relieve the heavy burden of welfare costs 
on a number of States and communities. 

THE PrEsIDENT. Yes. 

Q. Your new welfare program appar- 
ently will take effect in fiscal 1982. And 
yet, last year in communications with 
Congress—and I believe it’s the admin- 
istration’s stand now—you still oppose 
emergency fiscal relief that would bridge 
the gap between the situation that occur- 
red in ’76 in your comprehensive pro- 
gram. Why is that? 

Tue Preswent. That’s not an accu- 
rate assessment. Last year, we did propose 
to the Congress substantial relief to major 
local areas, cities and counties through 
our countercyclical aid proposal, which 
was focused on those communities that 
need the aid most. This proposal passed 
the Senate, but we were not able to get it 
out of the House Rules Committee, nor 
voted for favorably in the House in time 
to pass it. 


We have resubmitted legislation for 
countercyclical aid which is now pending 
in the Congress, which I hope will pass. 
It’s included within a very tight and re- 
strained budget. 

I think it’s accurate to say, also, that 
some of the cities that were being bur- 
dened excessively by welfare costs, under 
the new administration—mine, working 
with the State and local governments— 
have severely, substantially reduced their 
welfare expenditures. And, of course, a 
part of this is because the unemployment 
rate has dropped substantially. But if you 
check the amount of money now being 
spent by New York City on welfare with 
what it was 2 years ago, you’ll find sub- 
stantial improvements there, substantial 
reductions in tax burdens for local people 
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in paying for welfare, in addition to the 
countercyclical and other aid we’ve allo- 
cated already to local governments. 


Judy [Judy Woodruff, NBC News]? 
U.S. RELATIONS WITH IRAN 


Q. Mr. President, do you think that this 
Government should have been better pre- 
pared for the takeover by the Khomeini 
forces in Iran? And, also, in retrospect, 
do you think it was a mistake for you to 
embrace the Bakhtiar government as you 
did? 

THE PresipenT. Well, obviously, had 
we had an exact prediction of what was 
going to happen. It’s not the policy of our 
Government to go into the internal affairs 
of another people or country and try to 
determine who should be their leaders. 
This is contrary to the philosophy of our 
people. I think we’ve tried it once in the 
past in Vietnam and failed abominably. 
I think no one in this country of any re- 
sponsibility wants to do that to a coun- 
try, including Iran. 

We have worked with the existing gov- 
ernment. We worked closely with the 
Shah when he was in his office. We have 
worked with Bakhtiar, who was chosen, 
as you know, by the Iranian Parliament 
in accordance with constitutional provi- 
sions. Now Mr. Bakhtiar has resigned, and 
Mr. Bazargan is their Prime Minister. And 
the Majles, the parliament, has also re- 
signed. 

We will attempt to work closely with 
the existing government. But we have 
never tried to decide or to determine for 
the Iranian people or any other people 
on Earth who their leaders ought to be 
or what form of government they should 
have since I’ve been in office. 


Q. But why did we have to make any 
statements of support for the Bakhtiar 
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government? Why couldn’t we just say 
nothing? 

THE PreEsIDENT. Well, we have state- 
ments of support and recognition for 150 
nations on Earth. When we establish re- 
lationships with a government or a peo- 
ple, this is part of the diplomatic process. 
And when the governments change, quite 
often without delay, sometimes with a few 
days delay until the situation is clarified, 
we very quickly establish relations with 
the new government. But this is something 
that’s historically been the case, and it’s 
what we have pursued in Iran and what 
we will pursue in the future. 


U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, when Vice Premier 
Deng of China was in the United States, 
he made a number of anti-Soviet state- 
ments. In particular, on several occasions 
he said that the Soviets are seeking world 
domination. I wonder if you agree with 
that statement, and if you don’t, I wonder 
what is your view of the Soviets global 
intentions? 

THE Present. I have never tried to 
exercise censorship on a head of state or 
major official who came to our country. I 
didn’t try to tell Mr. Deng what to say 
when he had press conferences. I didn’t 
try to tell him what to say when he was 
meeting with the Members of Congress. 
I did not try to write his banquet toasts 
for him. And I think it’s accurate to say 
that Mr. Deng’s statements in our country 
are certainly no more noteworthy than 
the statements that he’s made within his 
own country and that he’s made in other 
nations. The position and attitude of the 
Chinese towards the Soviet Union have 
been very apparent to all of us for many 
years. 

We have some areas where we disagree 
with the assessment of the Soviet Union 
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as expressed by Mr. Deng. Our purpose, 
our goal, I would say, perhaps the most 
important responsibility I have on my 
shoulders as President is to preserve peace 
in the world, and especially to have good, 
sound relationships with the Soviet Union, 
based on a common desire for peace, 
which I am sure they share. We are work- 
ing now every day to try to hammer out 
a SALT agreement with the Soviet Union. 
They have negotiated in good faith. So 
have we. This does not mean, however, 
that there are not areas of contention and 
areas where we have peaceful competition 
with the Soviet Union. This is expectable, 
and I think it will continue for many years 
in the future. 

I don’t have any inclination to con- 
demn the Soviets as a people or even as a 
government. We'll explore in every way 
we can a way to carry out the purposes 
and honor the principles of our own Na- 
tion, to compete with the Soviet Union’s 
people and government leaders peaceably 
when necessary, but to seek with them as 
much friendship, cooperation, trade as 
possible under those circumstances. 


VISIT TO MEXICO 


Q. Mr. President, in that you’re going 
to Mexico, I’d like to ask a question on 
that subject. Given their new-found oil re- 
serves and given the fact that you want 
to discuss such things as illegal aliens and 
trade, don’t they have you pretty much 
over a barrel—pardon the bad pun— 
[laughter|—on the matter of illegal 
aliens, which they don’t consider illégal, 
and on their protective trade rules, if we 
want any of their energy? 

THE PresiwenT. That’s one of the rea- 
sons for going to Mexico is to explore the 
possibilities for resolving these acknowl- 
edged differences of opinion between our 
people and theirs. My goal will be to pro- 
tect the interests of my Nation and the 
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people whom I represent, and at the same 
time, obviously, to deal with the Mexicans 
openly and fairly and to understand and 
to honor the sensitivities that exist with- 
in that great country. 

I’m sworn by oath to enforce the laws 
of our Nation, including immigration 
laws, to stop smuggling at the border, and 
in many areas those goals are compatible 
with the desires of the Mexican people 
and the Mexican Government. They’ve 
cooperated with us superbly, for instance, 
in stopping the illicit traffic in heroin. And 
I believe that this is one indication of 
how we can cooperate. 

We are very proud of the recent dis- 
coveries of oil and natural gas in Mexico. 
Obviously, a burgeoning, improving 
economic situation in Mexico will pro- 
vide hundreds of thousands of new 
jobs that will lessen the pressure on some 
of them to seek employment in our coun- 
try. And I want to make sure that we 
minimize any illegalities relating to the 
border, and I want to make sure that when 
people are in our country, whether they 
are here as citizens or not, that we pro- 
tect their basic human rights. 

Another question about energy that you 
asked—a decision on how much to ex- 
plore, produce, and sell oil and natural 
gas is a decision to be made exclusively 
by the Mexican people. We are interested 
in purchasing now and perhaps in the fu- 
ture even more oil and natural gas from 
Mexico. We'll negotiate with them in 
good faith. We'll pay them a fair price. 
We'd like to have those policies be pre- 
dictable on delivery dates and also on 
price schedules. And we'll try to be a good 
customer. But we have no inclination to 
force them to give us a special privilege 
nor to do anything that would be dam- 
aging to the well-being of the Mexican 


people. 











Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


I don’t see that these statements that 
I’ve made are incompatible with going to 
Mexico to meet with Lépez Portillo, to 
talk to his Congress, to talk to his people. 
I think the best way to resolve differences 
which do exist is in a framework as I have 
just described to you. 


POLICYMAKING PROCEDURES 


Q. Mr. President, you campaigned on 
a platform of sunshine in government. 
And in the last few weeks you’ve been 
telling your advisers not to reveal what 
goes on in the decisionmaking process— 
some of the confusion and some of the 
disagreement. 

Tue Presiwent. I’ve never told them 
that. 

Q. Can you enlighten us as to what 
you have told them? Are the reports in 
the paper wrong about you telling them 
to sort of cool it on that? 

Tue Presipent. As has always been 
the case with Presidents, and I guess other 
executive leaders, I have to have two 
basic relationships with my advisers and 
my subordinates that sometimes are in- 
compatible. One is, I have to have the 
widest possible range of advice and coun- 
sel, tough debate, sometimes even open 
criticism as I evolve in my own mind a 
basic decision to be made on an important 
subject for the well-being of the people 
of this country. Then once I make that 
decision—and most of the controversial 
decisions are very difficult ones—once I 
make a decision, I expect my policy to be 
carried out with loyalty and with en- 


thusiasm. When I make a policy decision 
that might be contrary to the advice re-/ 


ceived by some subordinate, if that par- 
ticular subordinate cannot carry out my 
policy, then the only option for them is to 
resign. 

There have been very few instances 
where I have permitted a deviation from 
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that policy. I have never told my people 
who work under me in the State Depart- 
ment, NSC, Defense, Treasury, Housing, 
or anything else, not to have contact with 
the press. I do, however, have to insist 
upon a degree of teamwork, once a deci- 
sion is made that relates to a sensitive 
issue, like the Middle East or like SALT 
negotiations or like the relationships with 
Iran in recent months. 

That’s what I have admonished them 
to do, to have a free expression of opinion 
and to let me have their individual opin- 
ions up until the time I make a decision; 
once I make a decision, to comply with it. 

Q. So, you do not object if members of 
your administration talk to reporters and 
tell them about the differences within the 
administration on a policy as it is moving 
up towards a final decision? 

Tue Preswenrt. I don’t think that’s al- 
ways appropriate. I wouldn’t want to 
stand here and tell you that everybody 
that works in the Government is free to 
go and express their own personal opin- 
ions through the press as a policy is being 
evolved. Some of these decisions are based 
on highly secret information, either the 
attitudes of a foreign leader which cannot 
be revealed without embarrassment or 
based on security matters which, if re- 
vealed, might work contrary to the best 
interests of our country. So, I’m not going 
to issue a blanket permission for anybody 
in government to have a free access and 
to express their own views to the press. 

I think that the policy that I have laid 
out is well understood by my people who 
work with me, both before and during 
and after a decision is made. And I think 
that I’ve described it about as thoroughly 
as I can this morning. 


ENERGY CONSERVATION 


Q. Mr. President, do you think that— 
well, you’ve spoken a lot about the energy 
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legislation that has been passed by Con- 
gress and you also talk about enforcing 
wage and price guidelines, as well as im- 
plementing people’s own voluntary efforts 
to reduce energy usage in the country. 
But my question is, most of the people, 
from our standpoint here, seem to feel 
that we are definitely not in an energy 
crisis per se. They still haven’t been quite 
convinced. And then, when you say—— 

Tue Preswent. You mean the White 
House Press Corps or the——{laughter]. 

Q. No, no, I’m talking about the aver- 
age American « ‘tizen. 

Tue Preswent. Okay. You said the 
people here-—— 

Q. And then you talk about—well, you 
asked the poor people in the country 
about the energy crisis, and you asked 
whether or not they would be inclined to 


reduce, cut down on their usage of 
lights— 
Tue Preswent. What’s your question? 
QO. -or adhere to the 55-minute— 


power—my question essentially is, how 
are you going to enforce implementation 
of voluntary understanding of the energy 
crisis, the situation that we are in? And 
how are you really going to impress upon 
the people to voluntarily hold back, cut 
back on their energy? 

THe Presiwwent. Well, one obviously 
persuasive factor is the rapidly increasing 
prices of energy, which exercises economic 
restraint on people’s wastefulness. When a 
person’s electric power bill or heating bill 
goes up in a home, they are naturally more 
inclined to insulate their home, to cut 
down the thermostat, and so forth. When 
the price of gasoline goes up here and in 
other countries, people are naturally in- 
clined to move toward more efficient auto- 
mobiles or to reduce the unnecessary use 
of automobiles. 


In addition to that, there’s a patriotic 


element involved. When a President or 
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other leaders call on the American people 
voluntarily to join together to enhance the 
economic well-being of the entire Nation, 
that has a good receptivity among the 
people of our country, now and in the 
past. 

We have passed about 90—I’d say, 65 
percent of the comprehensive energy pro- 
posals that I made to the Congress. Some 
of those are mandated by law that there 
have to be shifts away from oil to coal, to 
solar power, and to natural gas, and to 
nuclear power, in some instances. Also, 
there are encouragements built into the 
law that now give people tax reductions if 
they shift toward a better insulation for 
their homes, for instance. 

And the last thing is that we have man- 
dated more efficient automobiles, that 
each year, step by step, the entire auto- 
mobile production industry, here and 
abroad, have to comply with much more 
strict standards on automobile efficiency. 


So, a combination of all those things, 
voluntary, patriotism, and mandated con- 
straints, are the sum total of our energy 
policy. 

THE FEDERAL DEBT 


Q. Mr. President, your budget advisers 
are projecting sizable and rapidly growing 
budget surpluses after fiscal ’°81. This is 
sort of an old-fashioned idea, but I’d like 
to ask you, have you given any thought to 
using some of this money to reducing the 
Federal debt, which is now at $800 billion? 

THe Present. Well, obviously, when 
you have a budget surplus, that in itself 
reduces the Federal debt. The surplus is 
used to pay off existing debt. Those pro- 
jections, however, many years in the fu- 
ture, 4 or 5 years in the future in some 
instances, are predicated on a fairly stable 
number of Federal programs. They do 
include basic welfare reform and an evolu- 
tion into a comprehensive health program 
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But what the security needs of our coun- 
try might be in the future or what other 
social programs might be, implemented 
by myself or my successor as President and 
by the Congress, are hard to predict. 

But when we do build toward a bal- 
anced budget and then a surplus, those 
surplus funds would inevitably go into 
reducing the Federal debt. 


EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, do you anticipate 
that at some point in time you’re going to 
have to call a three-way meeting between 
yourself, President Sadat, and Prime Min- 
ister Begin to get this Middle East peace 
process locked up and that that might be a 
natural outcome of the Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting that’s coming up? 


Tue Present. I would say that the 
reality of having a Mideast peace settle- 
ment is one of my fondest hopes and 
dreams and my greatest commitment. I 
have probably spent more of my personal 
time on trying to have peace in the Middle 
East than any other single issue. 

We made tremendous strides forward 
at Camp David, as you know, and we ex- 
pected at that time to rapidly conclude 
the remaining 5 percent of the issues that 
had not then been resolved. That has not 
proven to be as easy as we thought. I 
think an inevitable next step is to have the 
Foreign Ministers of Israel and Egypt 
come here to meet with Secretary 
Vance—I might visit with them briefly— 
in an attitude of mutual commitment and 
flexibility and in a maximum state of iso- 
lation from public statements or commit- 


ments, which quite often form a very se- / 


rious obstacle to progress. 


If that hope is realized, there would be 
no need for any further summit confer- 
ence. But I would guess that in this case 
that Mr. Khalil and Dayan would go 
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back to Egypt and to Israel to report 
progress and to seek confirmation of their 
negotiated positions from their own gov- 
ernment leaders, including President Sa- 
dat and Prime Minister Begin. 

If that effort is not completely success- 
ful and the final peace treaty terms are 
not concluded, then if there’s adequate 
evidence of flexibility and desire on the 
part of President Sadat and Prime Min- 
ister Begin, then I would certainly con- 
sider favorably having them here for a 
summit meeting. 

But our hope is that the Foreign Minis- 
ters can be successful, provided they take 
advantage of our recommendation and 
routinely go back to Israel and to Egypt 
to seek further guidance during the nego- 
tiations themselves. 


OIL PRICES 


Q. Mr. President, remembering the 
revelations that followed the 1973 oil 
crisis about how the major oil companies 
ganged up on the American people to 
reap huge profits, I’d like to know what 
assurances can you give us in light of 
what’s happening with the cutoff of oil 
from Iran and the recent announcements 
of curtailed deliveries by domestic com- 
panies that such is not being practiced on 
the American people again? 

THE PresIvENT. Well, as you know, we 
have very strict laws concerning the pric- 
ing and delivery of oil, both that that’s 
imported and that that’s produced and 
sold within our own country. The laws 
will change the circumstance in May, and 
the control of oil prices will be termi- 
nated, I think, in September of 1980 
(1981)*. What will happen then, I don’t 
know, but I don’t have any evidence now 
that there is a violation of either the law 


* Printed in the transcript. 
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or properties in the pricing or distribution 
of energy products. 

Mr. Cormier. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Tue Present. Thank you. 
NOTE: President Carter’s forty-fourth news 
conference began at 11:30 a.m. in Room 450 


of the Old Executive Office Building. It was 
broadcast live on radio and television. 


Department of Education 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Proposed Legislation. February 13, 1979 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am sending to the Congress today my 
proposal to establish a Department of 
Education. 

There is a compelling need for the in- 
creased national attention a separate Cab- 
inet department will bring to education 
issues. Our Nation’s pluralistic education 
system, considered the most competent 
and open in the world, faces many prob- 
lems and challenges: a decline in public 
confidence in the quality of education; 
unacceptably high rates of high school 
dropouts and of young people who lack 
basic educational tools and specific skills 
for productive employment; and increas- 
ing demands for retraining and learning 
opportunities. 

The primary responsibility for educa- 
tion in our Nation lies with State and 
local government. The Federal govern- 
rent has a limited, but critical responsi- 
bility to help public and private institu- 
tions meet these challenges: to ensure 
equal educational opportunities; to in- 
crease access to postsecondary education 
by low and middle income students; to 
generate research and provide informa- 
tion to help our educational systems meet 
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special needs; prepare students for em- 
ployment; and encourage improvements 
in the quality of our education. The 
achievement of each of these goals will be 
enhanced by a new Department of Edu- 
cation. 

Through our legislative and budget ini- 
tiatives of the past two years, this Ad- 
ministration has given high priority to 
meeting these educational commitments. 
My budget for FY 1980 provides for $13.3 
billion in education outlays, about a 45 
percent increase above the level when I 
came into office. Last year, we established 
a legislative framework, the Middle In- 
come Student Assistance program, to help 
solve one of our major education prob- 
lems—the growing cost of a college edu- 
cation. The establishment of a Cabinet 
Department of Education will reflect the 
continued high priority my Administra- 
tion places on education. 

A Department of Education will bring 
our Nation’s educational challenges and 
the Federal government’s role in meeting 
them to the forefront of domestic policy 
discussion. Such discussion is vital to an 
activity that directly affects 60 million 
students, teachers and educational em- 
ployees and constitutes a $120 billion pub- 
lic and private enterprise. 

Establishing a separate Department will 
create, for the first time, a Cabinet-level 
advocate for education with direct access 
to the President, the Congress, and the 
public. 

Second, it will give Federal education 
programs the full-time, high-level leader- 
ship and management that they cannot 
receive in a structure so large and com- 
plex as the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare. This will allow the 
Federal government to fulfill its respon- 
sibilities in education more effectively. It 
will eliminate duplication in the admin- 
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istrative and staff support activities within 
the Office of the HEW Secretary and the 
Education Division. It will allow im- 
proved financial management and more 
efficient administration of education pro- 
grams. Separation of the education func- 
tions from HEW will also promote im- 
proved management of its closely-related 
health and welfare responsibilities. 

Third, it will provide greater account- 
ability. Submerged beneath HEW’s dom- 
inant functions of health and welfare, 
Federal education programs lack full-time 
accountability at the Cabinet level. With 
a separate Department of Education, one 
Cabinet member will report directly to the 
President and be accountable to the Con- 
gress and the American people for the 
conduct of Federal education policies. 

Fourth, it will provide simpler, more 
reliable, and more responsive support to 
states, localities, public and private insti- 
tutions, giving them a direct line of Cab- 
inet-level contact with the Federal gov- 
ernment. 

Fifth, the new Department will allow 
better coordination of education programs 
with related Federal activities, such as em- 
ployment programs and research. It will 
also allow high-level consideration of the 
impact of other Federal policies, such as 
tax and energy, on education institutions 
and students. 

Under the proposal I am submitting 
today, the Department of Education will 
include more than 150 programs and 16,- 
200 employees. With a budget of more 
than $13 billion, this Department will be 
larger than five other Departments includ- 


. . ° / 
ing Energy, Commerce, Justice, Interior 


and State. 

In addition to the 140 programs in the 
Education Division of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, the new 
Department of Education will handle ed- 
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ucational activities now carried out by 
several other departments. These include: 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
School, certain science education pro- 
grams of the National Science Founda- 
tion, the overseas dependents’ schools of 
the Department of Defense, the college 
housing loan program of the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, the 
Law Enforcement Education and the Law 
Enforcement Internship Program of the 
Department of Justice, and the Migrant 
Education programs of the Department 
of Labor. 

The proposed legislation establishes 
within the Department of Education sep- 
arate Offices for Civil Rights, Elementary 
and Secondary Education, Postsecondary 
Education and Educational Research and 
Improvement, each headed by an Assist- 
ant Secretary. It establishes an office to 
administer functions related to the edu- 
cation of overseas dependents of Depart- 
ment of Defense personnel, an Inspector 
General, and a 20-member Intergovern- 
mental Advisory Council on Education, 
appointed by the President, to promote 
better relations with the various levels of 
government and private institutions. 

I urge the Senate and the House of 
Representatives to act promptly on this 
important proposal. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
February 13, 1979. 


International Whaling 
Commission 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
aReport. February 13, 1979 


To the Congress of the United States: 


On December 14, 1978, Secretary of 
Commerce Kreps certified to me, 
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pursuant to the Pelly Amendment to the 
Fishermen’s Protective Act of 1967, that 
nationals of Peru, Chile and the Republic 
of Korea were conducting whaling opera- 
tions in a manner that diminishes the ef- 
fectiveness of the International Whaling 
Commission conservation programs. 

Under the Pelly Amendment, such a 
certification must be followed by a report 
to the Congress. I am pleased to transmit 
the attached report which indicates that 
all three of these nations are becoming 
members of the International Whaling 
Commission and will therefore voluntari- 
ly become subject te its conservation pro- 
grams. Thus, I am not at this time im- 
posing sanctions against these nations. 

Jmmmy CartTeR 

The White House, 

February 13, 1979. 


Report TO CONGRESS 


The Pelly Amendment to the Fisher- 
men’s Protective Act of 1967, 22 U.S.C. 
§ 1978 (1971), as amended, provides that 
when the Secretary of Commerce deter- 
mines that nationals of a foreign country, 
directly or indirectly, are conducting fish- 
ing operations in a manner or under cir- 
cumstances which diminish the effective- 
ness of an international fishery conserva- 
tion program, the Secretary shall certify 
such determination to the President. 
Upon receipt of such certification, the 
President may direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to prohibit the importation into 
the United States of fishery products of 
the offending country for such duration 
as the President determines appropriate to 
the extent that such prohibition is sanc- 
tioned by the General Agreement on Tar- 
iffs and Trade. Within sixty days follow- 
ing any such certification, the President 
is required to notify the Congress of any 
action taken pursuant to such certifica- 
tion. 
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On December 14, 1978, Secretary of 
Commerce Kreps certified to me, pur- 
suant to the Pelly Amendment, that na- 
tionals of Peru, Chile and the Republic 
of Korea were conducting whaling opera- 
tions in a manner and under circum- 
stances that diminish the effectiveness 
of International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) conservation programs. 

Peruvian vessels caught 592 Bryde’s 
and sei whales in the waters off the west- 
ern coast of South America during the 
1975-1976 season, all of which were in 
excess of the IWC conservation quota ot 
198. Peruvian vessels also caught 1,261 
sperm whales during the 1975-1976 sea- 
son, which exceeded the IWC conserva- 
tion quota for such whales by 396. During 
the 1976-1977 season, Peruvian vessels 
caught 1,140 sperm whales, despite the 
IWC prohibition of such catches. Peru- 
vian vessels also caught 368 Bryde’s and 
sei whales during the 1976-1977 season, 
despite the IWC prohibition of Bryde’s 
whale catches and despite the catch by 
other countries of 298 of the 388 sei 
whales permitted by the IWC. Although 
precise information by species taken 
is not available for the 1977-1978 sea- 
son, the Government of Peru estab- 
lished a unilateral quota of 300 sei 
and Bryde’s whales and 900 sperm whales 
for that season, despite the IWC prohibi- 
tion of Bryde’s and sperm whale catches. 
Peruvian vessels continued to hunt in the 
waters off Peru and Chile during the 
1977-1978 season, and at least 1,085 
Bryde’s and sperm whales were taken by 
Peruvian vessels during that season, de- 
spite the IWC prohibition of such catches. 

Although precise information is not 
available for the 1975-1976 season, Chil- 
ean vessels caught at least 23 sei whales 
in the waters off the west coast of South 
America during that season, all of which 
were in excess of the IWC conservation 
quota of 198. During the 1976-1977 sea- 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


son, Chilean vessels caught 76 sperm 
whales despite the IWC prohibition of 
sperm whale catches. During the 1977- 
1978 season the Government of Chile es- 
tablished unilateral quotas allowing 
further catches of sperm whales despite 
the continuing IWC prohibition, and 
Chilean nationals acquired additional 
whaling equipment and continued to hunt 
in the area. It is therefore likely that 
Chilean vessels continued to exceed the 
IWC conservation quota for sperm whales 
during that season. 

Vessels of the Republic of Korea caught 
43 fin whales in the waters of the western 
North Pacific during the 1976 season ac- 
cording to information received from the 
Government of the Republic of Korea, 
despite the IWC prohibition of commer- 
cial catches of such whales. Information 
subsequently received from the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Korea indicated 
that such whales were not fin whales but 
were Bryde’s whales. However, since the 
IWC quota for Bryde’s whales was almost 
entirely taken by Japanese and Soviet 
vessels during the season, the Korean 
catch of 43 whales, whether Bryde’s 
whales or fin whales, exceeded the ap- 
plicable IWC conservation quotas during 
1976. During the 1977 season vessels of 
the Republic of Korea caught 1,033 
minke whales despite the catch by other 
countries of 248 of the 541 minke whales 
permitted by-the IWC, thereby exceeding 
the IWC conservation quota for such 
whales. 

I have favored a ten-year moratorium 
on all commercial whaling since I was a 
member of the United States Delegation 
to the United Nations Conference on the 
Human in Stockholm in 
1972. Although we have not yet been able 
to achieve such a moratorium, in recent 
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years we have made substantial progress 
in establishing selective moratoria for 
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species of whales that need protection. 
For example, in 1973 the IWC quota for 
sei whales was more than 7,500 per year. 
Since 1975, the IWC has maintained a 
moratorium on the taking of sei whales in 
the North Pacific Ocean. At the 1978 
IWC meeting in London, the sei whale 
quota was reduced to zero in the Southern 
Ocean, leaving a total allowable catch of 
only 84 sei whales per year in the North 
Atlantic. At the recent special IWC meet- 
ing in Tokyo, sperm whale quotas for the 
North Pacific were reduced by 41%. In 
addition, the IWC has become increasing- 
ly responsive to scientific information 
about the world’s whales. As a result, since 
1972 the annual allowable take of whales 
from populations now subject to [IWC 
quotas has been reduced by nearly 60% 
from 46,000 to less than 20,000. 

This progress had been threatened by 
the continued failure of the Governments 
of Peru, Chile and the Republic of Korea 
to adhere to internationally accepted 
measures for the conservation of whales. 

During the past year the Department 
of State has contacted the Governments of 
Peru, Chile and the Republic of Korea 
about this matter on a number of occa- 
sions, stressing United States concern 
about their whaling operations, urging 
that they join the IWC or otherwise ad- 
here to IWC quotas, and informing them 
of possible application of the provisions of 
the Pelly Amendment. At the June 1978 
meeting of the IWC, the Government of 
the Republic of Korea indicated its inten- 
tion to join the IWC by its July 1979 


meeting. The Governments of Peru and 
/ 


Chile also indicated their intention to 
join the IWC by that meeting, but stressed 
their concern about minimizing the im- 
pact on their fishing industries that would 
result from immediate adherence to [WC 
quotas. 
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I am pleased to report that substantial 
progress has been made since the June 
1978 IWC meeting. 

The Government of the Republic of 
Korea became a member of the IWC on 
December 29, 1978, and the whaling ac- 
tivities of its nationals are now subject to 
IWC conservation measures. 

The Government of Peru has ratified 
the International Convention for the Reg- 
ulation of Whaling and will shortly de- 
posit its instrument of ratification with our 
Department of State effective as of the 
next IWC meeting in July 1979 or earlier. 
The Government of Peru will thus be a 
member of the IWC in time to participate 
in its next meeting, and the whaling ac- 
tivities of Peruvian nationals will be sub- 
ject to IWC conservation measures by 
that time. In the interim, the Government 
of Peru has indicated that Peruvian na- 
tionals will not take any sei whales during 
the current season. I have also asked the 
State Department to work with the Peru- 
vian Government in an effort to achieve 
interim reductions in sperm and Bryde’s 
whale quotas. 

The Government of Chile is now com- 
pleting final arrangements for ratification 
of the Convention. The Government of 
Chile has indicated that the process will 
be completed, and that the instrument of 
ratification will be deposited with our De- 
partment of State, by the next IWC meet- 
ing in July 1979 or earlier, thereby sub- 
jecting the whaling activities of Chilean 
nationals to the conservation measures of 
the IWC as of that time. 

In light of these developments, I believe 
trade sanctions should not now be im- 
posed. In the event the Government of 
Chile has not completed its arrangements 
to join the IWC or otherwise adhere to 
IWC quotas before the next IWC meet- 
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ing, I intend to reassess this position and 
take such additional actions as may be 
warranted. I will send to you a supple- 
mental report at that time. 


Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration 


Nomination of Henry S. Dogin To Be 
Administrator. February 13, 1979 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Henry S. Dogin, of Ar- 
monk, N.Y., to be Administrator of Law 
Enforcement Assistance. He would re- 
place Richard W. Velde, who has re- 
signed. 

Dogin was born December 26, 1934, in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. He received a B.A. from 
Cornell University in 1956 and an LL.B. 
from Columbia School of Law in 1961. 
He served in the U.S. Navy from 1956 
to 1958. 

From 1961 to 1967, Dogin was assistant 
district attorney for the county of New 
York. From 1967 to 1971, he was assistant 
counsel to the Waterfront Commission of 
New York Harbor. He served as Deputy 
Regional Administrator of the New York 
regional office of LEAA from 1971 to 
1973. 

Dogin was Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General for the Criminal Division from 
1973 to 1975, and Acting Administrator 
of the Drug Enforcement Agency from 
1975 to 1976. From 1976 to 1978, he was 
deputy commissioner of the New York 
State Division of Criminal Justice Serv- 
ices. 

Since 1978 Dogin has been Deputy Ad- 
ministrator of LEAA for Policy Develop- 
ment and has served as Acting Admin- 
istrator. 
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National Museum 
Services Board . 


Reappointment of Douglas Dillon and 
Neil Harris as Members. 
February 13, 1979 


The President today announced that he 
will reappoint two current members of 
the National Museum Services Board for 
terms expiring December 6, 1983. They 
are: 

Douctas D1L1on, president of the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art in New York City; and 
Nem Harris, a professor of history at the 

University of Chicago specializing in art and 

cultural history. 


Adolph Dubs 


Statement on the Death of the U-S. 
Ambassador to Afghanistan. 
February 14, 1979 


I am shocked and saddened by the mur- 
der of Ambassador Adolph Dubs in Kabul 
this morning. The act of brutality which 
took his life has deprived our Nation of 
one of its most able public servants. 

Throughout his distinguished career in 
the Foreign Service, Ambassador Dubs 
took on difficult and challenging jobs, per- 
forming them with exemplary dedication 
and skill. He died as he lived—in the serv- 
ice of his country—and the manner of his 
death redoubles our dedication to the 
struggle against the kind of senseless 
violence which took his life. My thoughts 
and prayers are with the family of Am- 
bassador Dubs. 


NOTE: Ambassador Dubs was kidnaped in 
Kabul by terrorists on the morning of February 
14, and was subsequently killed during an at- 
tempt by Afghan police to free him from his 
captors. 
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Department of Defense 


Nomination of Robert B. Pirie, Jr., To Be an 
Assistant Secretary. February 14, 1979 


The President today announced that 
he will nominate Robert B. Pirie, Jr., as 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Man- 
power, Reserve Affairs and Logistics. He 
would replace John P. White, whom the 
President has nominated as Deputy 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

Pirie, of Bethesda, Md., was born Sep- 
tember 10, 1933, in San Diego, Calif. He 
received a B.S. from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1955 and an M.A. from Ox- 
ford University in 1963. 

Pirie served in the U.S. Navy from 1955 
to 1975, where he served on several nu- 
clear submarines, as a staff analyst in the 
Naval Forces Division of the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, as commanding of- 
ficer of the U.S.S. Skipjack, as senior staff 
assistant to the Director of the National 
Security Council’s Net Assessment Group, 
and as Deputy Director of Net Assessment 
in the Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

From 1975 to 1977, Pirie was deputy 
assistant director for national security of 
the Congressional Budget Office. Since 
1977 he has been Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense for Manpower, Reserve 
Affairs and Logistics. 


Federal Regional Councils 


Designation of Chairpersons for the 10 
Federal Regions. February 14, 1979 


The President has designated 10 per- 
sons to serve as Chairpersons of the Fed- 
eral Regional Councils in 10 Federal 
regions. The Chairpersons are selected 
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from among the regional directors of the 
major domestic agencies and serve for | 
year. 

Federal Regional Councils work with 
the Office of Management and Budget 
and the Interagency Coordinating Coun- 
cil to implement intergovernmental pro- 
grams and resolve State and local issues 
at the regional level. 

The 10 persons are: 


Region I (Boston )—Joe Grandmaison, Federal 
Cochairman of the New England Regional 
Development Commission ; 

Region II (New York City)—-Tom Appleby, 
Regional Director of HUD; 

Region III (Philadelphia)—-Tom 
Regional Director of HUD; 

Region IV (Atlanta)—Sara Craig, Principal 
Regional Official of HEW; 

Region V (Chicago)—Doug Kelm, Regional 
Representative of DOT; 

Region VI (Dallas)—-Ed Coker, Secretary’s 
Representative of Commerce; 

Region VII (Kansas City)—John Kemp, Re- 
gional Representative of DOT; 

Region VIII (Denver)—Betty Miller, Re- 
gional Director of HUD; 

Region IX (San Francisco)—Bill Arntz, Re- 
gional Representative of Energy; 

Region X (Seattle)—-Bernard Kelly, Principal 
Regional Official of HEW. 


Maloney, 


Executive Schedule 
Executive Order 12119. February 14, 1979 


LeveELs IV AND V oF THE EXECUTIVE 
SCHEDULE 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America by 
Section 5317 of Title 5 of the United 
States Code, and in order to place the 
position of Counselor on Legislative and 
Intergovernmental Policy, Department of 
the Treasury in level IV of the Executive 
Schedule, Executive Order No. 12076, as 
amended, is further amended by deleting 
“Assistant Attorney General, United 
States Attorneys and Trial Advocacy, De- 
partment of Justice.” from Section 1-101 
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(f) and by inserting in lieu thereof 
“Counselor on Legislative and Intergov- 
ernmental Policy, Department of the 
Treasury.”. 
Jrmmy CarTER 
The White House, 
February 14, 1979. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:37 p.m., February 14, 1979] 


Communications Systems for 
Rural Areas 


Announcement of New Measures Under the 
Rural Development Initiatives Program. 
February 14, 1979 


The President today announced initia- 
tives designed to overcome isolation in 
rural areas through modern communica- 
tions technology. 

The communications initiatives include 
FCC regulatory changes, a loan program 
to encourage telephone companies to pro- 
vide television and associated broadband 
services to rural residents, and a number 
of demonstration grants. They are in- 
tended to encourage the use of modern 
communications systems in _ bringing 
health, education, information, and en- 
tertainment services to small towns and 
rural areas. 

The communications initiatives are the 
latest to be announced in conjunction with 
the White House Rural Development Ini- 
tiatives program. Along with recently an- 
nounced measures dealing with health 
care and water and sewer programs, to- 
day’s announcement is part of the admin- 
istration’s effort, articulated in the State 
of the Union message sent to Congress 
last month, to address the problems to 
rural America. 

Coordination of the communications 
initiatives will be carried out by the Inter- 
agency Committee on Telecommunica- 
tions. 
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Communications Satellite 
Corporation . 


Nomination of Jesse Hill To Be a Member 
of the Board of Directors. February 14, 1979 


The President today nominated Jesse 
Hill, of Atlanta, Ga., to be a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Communi- 
cations Satellite Corporation until the 
date of the annual meeting of the Cor- 
poration in 1982. 

He was initially nominated on January 
18, 1979, for the remainder of a term 
which will expire in May of 1979. 

Hill, 52, is president and chief execu- 
tive officer of the Atlanta Life Insurance 
Co., the largest stockholder life insurance 
company or financial institution con- 
trolled and managed by black Americans. 
He is also president of the Atlanta Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


President’s Commission on 
Pension Policy 


Appointment of 10 Members. 
February 14, 1979 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of 10 persons as members of 
the President's Commission on Pension 
Policy. They are: 


Henry L. Bowpen, an Atlanta attorney, chair- 
man of the board of trustees of Emory Uni- 
versity, and director of the First National 
Bank of Atlanta; 

Joun T. Bracc, of Murfreesboro, Tenn., a 
Tennessee State representative, member of 
the Tennessee House council on pensions 
and retirement, and former chairman of the 
Southern Legislative Conference; 

Liste C. Carter, Jr., president of the Univer- 
sity of the District of Columbia, formerly 
chancellor of the Atlanta University Center 
and a professor of public policy; 
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James Ciark, Jr., a Maryland State senator, 
chairman of the senate finance committee and 
the pension study committee, and a member 
of the National Conference of State Legis- 
latures’ public pensions task force; 

Paut R. Dean, of Falls Church, Va., a neu- 
tral trustee of the United Mine Workers of 
America health and retirement funds, and a 
professor of law at Georgetown University; 

WituiiAM C. GreenouGnu, of New York City, 
chairman and chief executive officer of the 
TIAA-CREF pension plan, an expert and 
author of numerous books on pension plans 
and social security; 

MartHa W. Grirritus, of Romeo, Mich., a 
former Member of Congress, now an attorney 
with the firm of Griffiths & Griffiths; 

Harvey Kapnick, of Winnetka, IIl., chairman 
of Arthur Anderson & Co.; 

Joun H. Lyons, of Potomac, Md., general 
president of the International Association of 
Bridge, Structural and Ornamental Iron 
Workers, and a member of the National 
Commission for Manpower Policy; 

Dorotuy W. NEtson, of Pasadena, Calif., 
dean of the University of Southern California 
Law Center. 


The Honorable Adolph Dubs 


Executive Order 12120. February 14, 1979 


As a special mark of respect to the 
memory of the Honorable Adolph Dubs, 
Ambassador of the United States of Amer- 
ica to Afghanistan, killed while in the per- 
formance of his duty, it is hereby ordered, 
pursuant to the provisions of 36 U.S.C. 
175(m), that on the day of interment, 
the flag of the United States shall be 
flown at half-staff on all buildings, 
grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal 
government in the District of Columbia 
and throughout the United States and its 
territories and possessions. I also direct 
that the flag shall be flown at half-staff on 
the same day at all United States em- 
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bassies, consular offices, and other facili- 
ties abroad, including all military facilities 
and naval vessels and stations. 
Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 
February 14, 1979. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:27 p.m., February 21, 1978] 


Budget Deferrals 


Message to the Congress. February 14, 1979 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith report 
revisions to three previously transmitted 
deferrals increasing the amount deferred 
by $33.8 million. These revisions to exist- 
ing deferrals involve programs in the De- 
partments of Transportation and the 
Treasury and the International Commu- 
nication Agency. 

The details of the deferrals are con- 
tained in the attached reports. 

Jrmmy CarTER 

The White House, 

February 14, 1979. 
NOTE: The attachments detailing the deferrals 


are printed in the FeperAL RecisTer of Febru- 
ary 21, 1979. 


Mexico City, Mexico 


Remarks of President Carter and President 
José Lépez Portillo at the Welcoming 
Ceremony. February 14, 1979 


PRESIDENT L6pez PortTiILLo. Mr. Presi- 
dent of the United States of America. Mr. 
Carter, upon your arrival to Mexico in the 
name of the people of Mexico, in the name 
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of the country, in the name of the govern- 
ment, in the name of my family, I cor- 
dially welcome you. 

Two years ago it was my pleasure to be 
the first foreign head of state to visit your 
country during your administration. Now 
you are reciprocating this visit. Thus we 
continue with the possibility of the dialog 
that was started at that time. 

At that time we said, and we say so once 
again now, that it is good for neighbors 
to be friends. It is my conviction, sir, that 
from our personal contact, a good friend- 
ship was started. This friendship is now 
being renewed. 

Very objectively, Mr. President, that 
few countries in the world have so much 
to talk about, so many matters as we do. 

In Mexico you will find that there is 
enormous interest in this visit and results 
that it will bring with it. For us, among 
all of our relations with the rest of the na- 
tions of the world, the ones that have 
more importance are those that we have 
with the United States. Expectation you 
will find in accordance with our pluralism 
and our freedom. You will find this ex- 
pectation in all mass communication 
media—press, radio, television—in the 
streets and also on signs on the walls. 

As regards all the subjects that we are 
going to deal with, I believe that we have 
already set up the system for such deal- 
ings with the system that we set up dur- 
ing my visit to Washington. 

This system was established on the 
principles that are common to us both, 
and on mechanisms that we agreed to set 
up. However, I am completely certain 
that the most important thing of all is good 
will and a good disposition in order to 
take care of our problems; a will to agree, 
a will for peace, a will to establish our 
decisions on the mandates of the law; and 
perhaps the most important will of all, 
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the will to be friends, which means re- 
ciprocal respect and dignity in our deal- 
ings. 

Mr. President, we receive you within 
the framework of this spirit. We hope that 
in our future, and for us, very important 
talks, it is this spirit that will prevail. 

This is what our people expect from us 
in fulfilling our responsibility. We wel- 
come you, sir, and we hope your sojourn 
in Mexico will be a happy one. 

PRESIDENT Carter. And now I would 
like to say in my own language for the 
benefit of the people of my country, that 
we are very delighted and honored to 
come again to the great country of 
Mexico, to increase nyy own understand- 
ing of the Mexico people and to enjoy 
an Official visit with my friend, President 
Lépez Portillo. 

My wife Rosalynn and I have come to 
Mexico many times—first when I was a 
young naval officer, and later on a 3-week 
visit, when we traveled through this great 
country trying to make ourselves under- 
stood in Spanish and to learn more about 
the impressive culture and history of 
Mexico. 

Also, I came here to visit for a pro- 
motion of trade when I was Governor of 
Georgia. But I’ve never had a welcome 
like this. I come here now to reunite with 
my friend President Lépez Portillo to dis- 
cuss very important issues between Mex- 
ico and the United States. It’s very im- 
portant to strengthen the fundamental 
relationships between our two countries. 

The basis for our discussions, of course, 
is a sincere recognition of some very im- 
portant problems that require solutions, 
and also an appreciation of the common 
objectives and purposes and the great op- 
portunities that we have between our two 
countries, in a spirit of peace, friendship. 
and mutual respect. 


We live in a time of great change, dra- 
matic and emotional change, in Mexico, 
in the United States, and in the problems 
and opportunities we face together. We 
have a great deal to accomplish. 

My wife and I, the entire party from 
the United States, come here very pleased 
at a new opportunity to turn to your 
beautiful country to reinspire ourselves, 
to strengthen even further the friendship 
that binds us together with you, Mr. Pres- 
ident, your wonderful family, and the 
people of this great country. 

I cannot imagine a more appropriate 
day for our own reunion and to express 
the feelings that the people of my country 
have toward yours. 

Happy St. Valentine’s Day! Long live 
Mexico! 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The exchange began at 11:20 a.m. at 
Licenciado Benito Juarez International Air- 
port. President Lépez Portillo spoke in Spanish, 
and his remarks were translated by an inter- 
preter. President Carter delivered his remarks 
first in Spanish and then in English. 

Following the ceremony, President Carter 


proceeded to the Palacio Nacional for a meet- 
ing with President Lépez Portillo. 


Mexico City, Mexico 


Toasts at the Luncheon Honoring President 
Carter. February 14, 1979 


PresIDENT Lopez PortiLLo. Mr. Pres- 
ident of the United States of America, 
James Carter, Mrs. Carter, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


It has been 2 years now since we met 
for the first time. Since then, a great deal 
of water has flowed under the bridges of 
the Rio Grande. A great deal has also 
happened within our countries and be- 
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tween our countries, as it has in the world 
and to the world. 

United by geography and the borders 
that scar it, and immersed in the con- 
flicts of a sometimes bitter and invariably 
complex history, we have set out to order 
our conduct as neighbors according to the 
precepts of law, and, even more impor- 
tant, on the favorable basis of mutual 
friendship. This implies good will, ex- 
pressed in terms of respectful, fair, and 
worthy treatment. 

Today, 2 years later, it is only fitting 
that we evaluate our objectives and face 
the facts that confront us. We know bet- 
ter now what each expects of the other, 
but I believe we also know that we have 
not yet put our friendship to the test, 
since we have not yet decided what we 
are willing to make of our relationship. 
We can view it as a problem, or we can 
think of it as a conflict. In the first case, 
there are solutions, which would be wel- 
comed by our friends; in the second, con- 
frontation, which would give joy to our 
enemies. 

We know that in a world characterized 
by extraordinary and difficult changes 
and by the readjustment of forces, inter- 
ests, resources, and positions, your great 
country is still in the process of redefin- 
ing its policies and that this makes your 
decisions all the more difficult. 

Nevertheless, we see in you a leader 
who has sought to revive the moral 
foundations of the political institutions of 
the United States. With great personal 
integrity, you have sought to replace pro- 
visional arrangements with lasting agree- 
ments. 

That is what we are hoping for. That is 
what we are determined to do. Our peo- 
ples want definitive agreements, not cir- 
cumstantial concessions. 

Among permanent, not casual, neigh- 
bors, surprise moves and sudden deceit 
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or abuse are poisonous fruits that sooner 
or later have a reverse effect. 

Consequently, we must take a long- 
range view of ourselves. No injustice can 
prevail without affronting decency and 
dignity. 

It is difficult, particularly among neigh- 
bors, to maintain cordial and mutually 
advantageous relations in an atmosphere 
of mistrust or open hostility. 

We do not wish to view our history as 
one that uselessly anchors us, like so many 
pillars of salt, to a burden of resentment, 
just as we would not like you to contem- 
plate your future in terms of the risks of 
silent migration. Neither anchors nor si- 
lence must impede our dealings with one 
another. 

A good-neighbor policy presupposes a 
general climate of opinion in which re- 
spect prevails over prejudice and intelli- 
gence over sectarianism. 

Over our 3,000 kilometers of common 
border, we are the most representative 
example of North-South relations—the 
confluence of two expanding civilizations, 
formerly separated by the desert, but now 
closely linked by a complex series of 
conurbations and exchanges. 

But no matter how greatly our relations 
may have been intensified, they are 
neither exclusive nor excluding. As a 
world power, the United States is increas- 
ing its presence and its commitments on 
all continents. Mexico, as an independent 
country, recognizes no limitations on the 
diversification of its exchanges, other than 
its principles and its development require- 
ments. 

It is in that light that we must view the 
complex phenomenon of our interrela- 
tionship, which should never be confused 
with dependence, integration, or the 
blurring of borders. The two countries 
complement and need each other, but 
neither would want to depend on the 
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other to the point of nullifying its own 
sovereign will, reducing the scope of its 
international activities, or losing its self- 
respect. 

All this requires thoroughgoing anal- 
ysis; we must not sacrifice what is im- 
portant for the sake of what is urgent nor 
neglect international and _ continuing 
needs in favor of local and transitory in- 
terests. Thus, we must keep a firm grasp 
on matters of basic importance in devis- 
ing solutions to our immediate problems. 

Today, the United States is readjusting 
its power and influence in an irrational 
world that refuses to take rights and ob- 
ligations into account in its pursual of its 
interests and outbreaks of violence, a 
world in which Manichaean political 
structures impede development and make 
underdevelopment even more distressing. 
Meanwhile, supranational economic hege- 
monies—devoid of any sense of social re- 
sponsibility and recognizing no country as 
their own—are dividing up the world 
among themselves and winning out over 
sovereign nations. 


And today, in this same world and for 
the first time in its history, Mexico, be- 
cause of a nonrenewable resource and the 
financial self-determination it provides, 
has been given the opportunity of becom- 
ing the free, secure, and just nation en- 
visaged by its great leaders of the past, 
a nation ruled by the principles of a revo- 
lution that has evolved into a government 
and determined to live in peace nurtured 
by respect for the rights of others—a sim- 
ple maxim, perhaps, but a valid one. 

Mexico has thus suddenly found itself 
the center of American attention—atten- 
tion that is a surprising mixture of inter- 
est, disdain, and fear, much like the re- 
curring vague fears you yourselves inspire 
in certain areas of our national subcon- 
scious. 
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You and I, Mr. President, have the 
task of dealing with the problem, of ra- 
tionalizing realities and prejudices, and 
fulfilling our responsibility to our nations 
by keeping insensitivity, ambition, fear, or 
self-seeking manipulation of illusions from 
casting a shadow on a relationship 
founded on friendship or eliminating any 
possibility of understanding. 

Let us seek only lasting solutions—good 
faith and fair play—nothing that would 
make us lose the respect of our children. 

Multilateral relations, economic order, 
trade and prices, demography, finance, 
currency, drugs, energy sources—land, 
sea, air, or gas—migratory labor, or hu- 
man rights and all their associated ques- 
tions constitute agendas that call for vary- 
ing degrees of attention. What must not 
vary are the principles on which our re- 
lations are based, and the most funda- 
mental of these is treating others as we 
ourselves would like to be treated. That is 
a canon that holds true for both men and 
nations, the test of our good will and the 
measure of our deeds. 

It is with such good will that, within 
the context of that relationship, I want 
to assume my temporary responsibility for 
the permanent destiny of my people, 
which, like you, I have sworn to serve and 
have no right to endanger. I am certain 
that you feel the same way, and in token 
of this, let us join in a toast as we hope to 
join our wills. 

I thank you. 

PRESIDENT Carter. Mr. President, 
Mrs. Lopez Portillo, distinguished guests 
who’ve come here both from the great na- 
tion of Mexico and from the United 
States: 

President Lépez Portillo and I have, in 
the short time together on this visit, found 
that we have many things in common. We 
both represent great nations; we both 
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have found an interest in archeology; we 
both must deal with difficult questions 
like energy and the control of inflation. 
We both look across the flowing waters 
of the Rio Grande with interest, expres- 
sions of friendship, concern, sometimes a 
lack of understanding, but a determina- 
tion to make the future brighter. 

We both have beautiful and interesting 
wives, and we both run several kilometers 
every day. [Laughter] As a matter of 
fact, I told President Lépez Portillo that 
I first acquired my habit of running here 
in Mexico City. My first running course 
was from the Palace of Fine Arts to the 
Majestic Hotel, where me and my family 
were staying. In the midst of the Folk- 
lorico performance, I discovered that I 
was afflicted with Montezuma’s revenge. 
[Laughter] 

We have also noticed some remarkable 
changes at that time. My wife and I and 
my three sons stayed at the Majestic Ho- 
tel on the Zocalo for about a week, and 
we paid each day, $5.50. The view, itself, 
was worth that price. 

At the end of my visit, I will have the 
honor of speaking to the Congress of 
Mexico. In your address to the United 
States Congress 2 years ago, Mr. Presi- 
dent, you said, and I quote, “Mexico has 
never been, nor is it now, the leader of 
any continent or group of countries.” I 
respect this modest view of your nation’s 
role. Yet our world is changing very rapid- 
ly. It is no longer divided into monolithic 
ideological nor military blocs. The south- 
ern tier of our planet, the so-called devel- 
oping world, is asserting its rights and the 
responsibilities that go with those rights. 
And no one can deny that Mexico’s new 
strength, Mexico’s new confidence, and 
Mexico’s new importance in the world 
economy are casting your country in a 
new world role. 

We seek to appreciate the individuality 
of each independent nation and to guide 
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our own policies accordingly. My admin- 
istration and the people of our country 
recognize the uniqueness of Mexico. By 
your own choice, as you have said, Mr. 
President, Mexico is not the leader of any 
bloc, but on many global issues the in- 
dependent voice of Mexico is heard with 
increasing strength and persuasiveness. 

Mexico’s voice is heard, for example, 
on the crucial issue of the world’s eco- 
nomic system—to make it more just, more 
equitable, and how to increase the partici- 
pation of the people of the developing 
world. Because of the different levels of 
development, economically speaking, of 
our two countries, our respective visions 
of the pace and the kind of change are 
somewhat different. But our dialog is a 
creative one, beneficial to all countries of 
the world, regardless of the degree of their 
industrialization. 

Mexico’s voice is heard as an advocate 
of a truly international approach to hu- 
man rights. The Mexican people have a 
history of long and successful struggle, not 
only for national independence but for 
social justice and the dignity of the indi- 
vidual. 

Mexico has used its influence on behalf 
of internationally recognized standards of 
human rights, both political and eco- 
nomic. This has been one of my own 
most deeply felt concerns. 

Our policies, both foreign and domestic, 
must reflect our values as a people. Those 
of us who are national leaders have a 
responsibility to speak out when human 
rights are violated abroad, and we also 
have a responsibility to protect human 
rights at home. That extends to the basic 
human rights of all those who, for what- 
ever reason, are within the borders of our 
countries. 

The struggle for human rights is not a 
static thing. It offers new challenges to 
every generation. During the 1960’s in the 
United States, we enacted new laws to 
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protect the civil and voting rights of all 
citizens regardless of language, race or 
color. Here in Mexico, Mr. President, 
you've initiated an important political re- 
form and an amnesty law, evidence of 
your belief in open debate and in the ac- 
commodation of opposing views. 

Finally, and most important, the voice 
of Mexico is heard in the service of world 
peace. Your government has worked long 
and hard to control weapons and arma- 
ments, both nuclear and conventional, 
both in this hemisphere and throughout 
the world. It would not be going too far 
to say that of all the major countries on 
Earth, there is none more dedicated to 
arms control and more opposed to mili- 
tarism than Mexico. 


The leaders of this great country have 
taken an extremely important initiative in 
the Treaty of Tlatelolco, a treaty that was 
signed here at this place. This effort to 
make this region of the entire world into a 
nuclear weapons-free zone is one of the 
most creative steps that any country has 
taken since the invention of these terrible 
weapons of nuclear destruction. 

Your approach is both visionary and 
practical, a difficult combination to 
achieve. I hope and I trust that it will 
serve as a model for other regions on 
Earth. And in the United Nations and 
elsewhere, you have [been]' similarly 
creative in trying to staunch the spread of 
conventional arms. 

We welcome Mexico’s advocacy of 
these issues. Though our two countries 
may not agree with each other in every 
particular, there is a sense of shared con- 
cern and shared values which underline 
our relationships. 


In the spirit of mutual respect and 
mutual regard and with great admira- 
tion, Mr. President, I look forward to 
continuing to work with you toward a 


* Printed in the transcript. 
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world community of justice, diversity, 
and peace. 

And now, I would like to propose a 
toast, Mr. President: First, to the health 
of the President of Mexico and to Mrs. 
Lépez Portillo, to the continuing friend- 
ship and cooperation of the peoples of 
Mexico and the peoples of the United 
States of America, and to what we most 
desire, peace throughout the world. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:25 p.m. in 
the Banquet Room at the Foreign Ministry 
Building. President Lépez Portillo spoke in 
Spanish, and his remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. 

Prior to the luncheon, President Carter had 
toured the Palacio Nacional and the Templo 
Mayor, an Aztec archeological site. 


Mexico City, Mexico 


Remarks at the United States Embassy. 
February 14, 1979 


Tue Preswent. Fellow employees of the 
United States Government: 

You and I are indeed fortunate to be 
partners in the service of a great nation, 
with the task of improving relationships 
among people who are bound together by 
intense and ancient ties of friendship, kin- 
ship, mutual problems, mutual opportu- 
nities, and a greater future. 

It’s no accident that this embassy here 
in the capital of Mexico is the largest 
United States embassy on Earth. This is 
because the relationships between the 
United States of America and the Repub- 
lic of Mexico are so important to Ameri- 
cans, important not just to our own two 
countries and our two peoples but impor- 
tant indeed throughout this entire 
hemisphere. 

You have a special challenge here. 
There are 20 million Americans who 
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speak Spanish, most of them having come 
from Mexico or having their parents or 
ancestors having come from this great 
land. Your responsibility is to tie our two 
countries together economically, politi- 
cally, and in matters of mutual interest 
and mutual security. But because of the 
unique relationship, because we share so 
much, your official duties, as I’ve just out- 
lined so briefly, have important human 
concerns. Yours is not a sterile responsi- 
bility, and it’s almost impossible in an 
embassy in this country, representing the 
United States, to separate matters of for- 
eign policy from matters of domestic 
policy. 

You, perhaps more than any other em- 
bassy representatives of our country, must 
be both diplomats and politicians—poli- 
ticians in the finest sense of the word; un- 
derstanding human needs, understanding 
the diversity that exists within this coun- 
try and within our own Nation, under- 
standing differences, and, more impor- 
tantly, understanding similarities. 

This special requirement for you is the 
reason that I was personally interested in 
asking my friend, former Governor Pat 
Lucey, to take on this important responsi- 
bility, because I knew that he and his 
wife, Jean, were fully capable of combin- 
ing the finest in diplomacy with the finest 
in politics in human terms. I’m indeed 
proud of Ambassador Pat Lucey, and I’m 
indeed proud of every one of you. 

I know that the visit of a President bur- 
dens you with greatly expanded duties, 
assignments, and responsibilities. It’s a 
challenge when there are so many highly 
publicized issues which need to be re- 
solved for you to make adequate prep- 
arations for a visit so important as this 
one. 

I thank you for it, and I would also like 
to thank the members of the families of 
those who work here, because I know that 
you’ve been deprived of your wives or 
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husbands, your fathers or your mothers, in 
preparing for my visit. And I’m sure that 
after I leave, having made my welcoming 
address at the airport and planning to 
address the Mexican Congress in Span- 
ish, it'll take you 2 or 3 weeks to repair 
the damage that I will have done. 
[Laughter] 

I would like to express special thanks to 
the employees here who are Mexican citi- 
zens. You understand much better than 
could a citizen of the United States the 
special needs and interests of the people 
of Mexico. Your closeness here within the 
embassy helps to ensure the closeness of 
the 220 million people who live in our 
country and the many millions of people 
who live here. In microcosm, you repre- 
sent in the finest way the interrelation- 
ship between our two countries. 

I want to say a word, too, to the young 
Americans who attend school here, and 
I’ll combine them with all Americans who 
work here. I hope that you will take every 
possible advantage of this rare opportu- 
nity to learn what you can about an ex- 
citing, interesting, intriguing country and 
people. The culture, the history, the lan- 
guage, if learned about by you, will be an 
added value for the rest of your lives. 

I hope that whenever your own duties 
permit, or consonant with your duties, 
that you will travel throughout this land, 
study its history, learn its people and 
places, and absorb the consciousness of 
the people who live in Mexico. 

Yours is most important work, and I’m 
very grateful that our country has dedi- 
cated people like you, competent and pro- 
fessional, to represent our great Nation in 
this great nation. 

Thank you very much. 

And now, I would like to introduce to 
you my favorite First Lady, Rosalynn. 

Mrs. Carter. I just wanted to add a 
word of thanks to you too for all you do 
for us. You are so important to us, you 
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represent us so well. And sometimes I 
think in Washington we don’t take time 
to adequately thank you for all you mean 
to us, or to adequately recognize how im- 
portant you are and what you do to keep 
the relationship between our two coun- 
tries stable and good. 


And so, I’m just thankful that we could 
be here personally to say to you how much 
we do care for you and how much we do 
thank you for all you do for our country. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m. in 
the courtyard of the embassy building. 

Earlier in the afternoon, the President par- 
ticipated in a wreathlaying ceremony at the 
Independence Monument. 

That evening, President Carter and Presi- 
dent Lépez Portillo attended a performance of 


the Ballet Folklorico at the Palacio de Bellas 
Artes. 


Reorganization of Foreign 
Assistance Programs 


Announcement of the Administration Proposal. 
February 15, 1979 


The White House announced today 
that President Carter will propose to the 
Congress a far-reaching reorganization of 
U.S. foreign assistance programs, the first 
such restructuring since AID was estab- 
lished in 1961. It is designed to improve 
the cost-effectiveness of U.S. assistance to 
developing nations. 

The reorganization would consolidate 
policy direction of development agencies 
and responsibilities in a new International 


Development Cooperation Administra-/ 


tion (IDCA). The IDCA Administrator 
would report both to the President and 
the Secretary of State, and would serve as 
the principal development adviser to 
each. The new Administration would be a 
small agency charged with coordinating, 
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providing policy guidance, and evaluating 
the development activities of: 

—The Agency for International De- 
velopment, which administers the 
U.S. bilaterial foreign assistance 
program ; 

—The Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, which insures and guar- 
antees U.S. private investments in 
developing countries; 

—The proposed new Institute For 
Technological Cooperation, which 
will support research and technologi- 
cal innovation to reduce obstacles to 
economic development. 

The agency will also have the following 

responsibilities : 

—To ensure that development goals 
are considered in executive branch 
decisionmaking on trade, technology, 
and other economic policy issues af- 
fecting the less developed nations. 

—To participate in the selection of 
U.S. Executive Directors of Multi- 
lateral Development Banks (World 
Bank, Inter-American Development 
Bank, Asian Development Bank, and 
African Development Fund) and ad- 
vise these Executive Directors on 
proposed projects and programs. 

—To assume lead responsibility for 
U.S. budget support for policy advice 
to those international organizations 
and programs whose purpose is 
primarily developmental (U.N. De- 
velopment Program; UNICEF; 
Organization of American States 
Technical Assistance Funds; U.N. 
Capital Development Fund; U.N. 
Educational and Training Program 
for Southern Africa; U.N./Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
World Food Program; FAO Post 
Harvest Funds; and U.N. Disaster 
Relief Organization) . 


279 








Feb. 15 


PURPOSE OF REORGANIZATION 


The purpose of this reorganization is to 
manage more effectively U.S. develop- 
ment activities by making a single U.S. 
official responsible for formulating over- 
all development policy, and for overseeing 
the numerous programs intended to im- 
plement that policy. 


BACKGROUND 


The reorganization was decided upon 
by the President after considerable con- 
sultation with interested members of Con- 
gress, and is consistent with the objectives 
of a bill submitted last year by the late 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey. 


METHOD OF REORGANIZATION 


The reorganization will be implemented 
through a combination of reorganization 
plan (to be submitted to Congress in ac+ 
cordance with the reorganization au- 
thority enacted in 1977), legislation, Ex- 
ecutive order, and administrative action. 
These steps will begin during the next 
several weeks. 


Ixtlilco el Grande, Mexico 


Text of Remarks at the Town Square. 
February 15, 1979 


Governor and Mrs. Bejarano, Secretary 
Roel, Secretary Merino, Mayor Flores, 
and all my new friends of Ixtlilco el 
Grande: 

Rosalynn and I are very happy to be 
here with all of you today. You have been 
so kind and warm and considerate that we 
do not feel like strangers at all, but as if 
we were at home in our own village. 

I know that during the past week it 
has been difficult for you to prepare for 
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our visit. You have welcomed the people 
from my staff who came here to work 
with you in making preparations. I thank 
you. 

I have had a busy and interesting visit 
here today. You showed me some of the 
finest tomatoes and onions and corn and 
cantaloupes and watermelons and rice 
that I have ever seen. And you showed me 
your peanuts. As you know, I have been 
a peanut farmer for much longer than I 
have been a President—and the peanuts 
of Ixtlilco el Grande look just as good as 
the ones on my own farm. 

Cuco Sanchez and his family demon- 
strated the irrigation pump and explained 
to us how it benefits everyone in the vil- 
lage. At the school, we met Professor 
Sanchez and Maestra Vergara and some 
of the boys and girls who are so important 
to the future of Ixtlilco el Grande and to 
Mexico. 

And what a delicious meal. We love the 
cooks. 

Rosalynn and I are very fond of Mexi- 
can food. At the White House, in Wash- 
ington, we have a Mexican meal every 
week, but the dishes you have served us 
today are the best I have ever had. I hope 
you wiil give Rosalynn the recipes. 

Everything I have seen here has im- 
pressed me very deeply. Through the Pro- 
gram for Integrated Rural Economic De- 
velopment, you are building a better life 
for yourselves and your children. 

I know how much progress like this 
can mean. Rosalynn and I come from the 
small farming community of Plains, in the 
State of Georgia, which is not even half 
as big as Ixtlilco el Grande. When I was 
a boy our village had no electricity and 
no irrigation, and our facilities for educa- 
tion and health care and for marketing 
our crops were very poor. It made a great 
difference in our lives when we began to 
have these things, and I can see that it 
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has also made a great difference here in 
Ixtlilco el Grande. Your government has 
helped, but it is really the great efforts of 
the people of Ixtlilco el Grande that have 
made this program a success. 

What you are doing here meets basic 
human needs, and my country admires 
that achievement. 

Again, I want to thank you—our new 

friends—for your hospitality and your 
kindness and your consideration. I will 
never forget this day. /Viva Mexico! 
/ Viva Ixtlilco el Grande! 
NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
3:30 p.m. to Mexican dignitaries and town 
residents gathered for the luncheon. He 
spoke in Spanish, and the translation of 
his remarks, as printed above, was prepared in 
advance of delivery. 

In his opening remarks, the President re- 
ferred to Dr. Armando Leon Bejarano, Gover- 
nor of Morelos, Secretary of Foreign Relations 
Santiago Roel, Secretary of Agriculture Fran- 
cisco Merino Rabago, and Mayor Batuel 
Flores of Ixtlilco el Grande. 

Following his tour of the town, the President 
returned to Mexico City. 

Earlier in the day, President Carter met 
with President Lépez Portillo at his residence, 
Los Pinos. 


Mexico City, Mexico 


Toasts at the Dinner Honoring President Lopez 
Portillo. February 16, 1979 


PRESIDENT Carter. President Lopez Por- 
tillo, my good friend Carmen,‘ on my left, 
friends from North America and also from 
Mexico: 

We are very delighted to have you here 
with us as our guests tonight. 

You have been blessed this evening with 
two beautiful concerts, the one that just 
concluded, and the remarkable perform- 
ance by Leonard Bernstein and the beau- 
tiful musicians from Mexico City. 


* Mrs. Lépez Portillo. 
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We have been blessed by three concerts, 
those two, plus the 2-hour contest be- 
tween Bernstein and Lépez Portillo— 
| laughter |—as to who could remember— 
and I don’t know a different word for 
“sing’”’—the songs from Latin America in 
Spanish. [Laughter] 

I would like to say just a very few 
words, because Leonard Bernstein has 
asked me to keep my toasts brief. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. President, the relationship between 
our two countries is one of the most com- 
plex and one of the most intimate in all 
the world. 

The border between our two countries 
is 2,000 miles long—3,000 kilometers— 
one of the longest undefended borders on 
Earth. 

I’m committed to working with you, 
Mr. President, to create a framework of a 
relationship between our two peoples 
that’s based on the principles of 
understanding, balance, and mutual 
cooperation. 

We have much work to do in resolving 
specific interrelationships between our 
countries. But perhaps the greatest chal- 
lenge that we face is to adopt attitudes to- 
ward each other that are based not on the 
past, but on the realities of the present and 
the needs of the future. 

Mr. President, I’ve thought carefully 
about your remarks yesterday, and I 
would like to respond with the same 
degree of frankness and of friendship. 

The people of the United States are 
fair and decent people in their relation- 
ships with each other and in dealing with 
people of other nations. We always try to 
negotiate with others in a spirit of candor 
and friendship. 

We always believe it’s best to recognize 
honest differences, to assess problems 
realistically and without fear or suspicion, 
and to work in harmony with our friends 
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to solve those problems and to take ad- 
vantage of common opportunities. 

Each of us, as leaders, has a primary 
responsibility to represent the interests of 
our own people. Naturally, this leads to 
differences in perspective and differences 
of opinion as we do discuss complicated 
issues. Our discussions on this visit have 
been very productive. And we now have 
an even better prospect of resolving those 
inevitable differences which have some- 
times been obstacles to further progress 
for many generations. We know that ques- 
tions involving energy, trade, immigration, 
transportation, and fisheries are not easy 
to answer. But we are determined, work- 
ing together, to succeed. 

Mr. President, in your memorable 
speech to the Congress of the United 
States 2 years ago, you said something that 
bears repeating tonight. You said, and I 
would like to read your words, “It is diffi- 
cult to be the neighbor of a nation as pow- 
erful as yours. We run two grave risks: 
arrogance, which is easy but sterile, and 
submission, which is easy but abject. We 
have chosen instead the difficult path of 
dignity, based on the liberty we want to 
maintain and the responsibility which we 
wish to assume.” 

That was a perceptive statement, Mr. 
President. And I would say in reply that 
it is sometimes difficult to be the neighbor 
of a nation such as yours—{laughter|—a 
nation of rapid change and development, 
a nation whose new economic power 
obliges its leaders to make difficult choices 
and to accept greatly expanded responsi- 
bilities. 

To conclude, Mr. President, let me say 
that I agree that we must not go down 
the path of arrogance or the path of sub- 
mission. Instead, I’m confident that we 
will walk with you on the path of dignity, 
toward a future of independence, sover- 
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eignty, cooperation, mutual respect, and 
peace. 

And now I would like to propose a 
toast: First, to the health of President 
Lépez Portillo and Mrs. Lépez Portillo; 
second, to the friendship of two great na- 
tions, the Republic of Mexico and the 
United States of America; and to a better 
life for all people, in our two nations, and 
throughout the world. Salud. 

Thank you very much. 

PresIpENT Lopez PortiLio. Mr. Pres- 
ident of the United States, Mrs. Carter, 
my friends: 

Similarly to what was done by Mr. Car- 
ter, I wish to begin to speak by paying 
homage to genius. I wish to say that many, 
many years ago, I was present at the first 
performance when the musical selection 
“Salon Mexico,” by Copland, was played 
many years ago. Since then, I have heard 
it many times. But I want to say that it 
was tonight that I really discovered this 
piece. It was due to the genius of this 
man,” who made me discover the message 
that has been sent to us by the author, all 
the tenderness, all the violence, all the 
strength, all the graciousness, and all the 
intent of what used to happen in the Salon 
Mexico, the Salon Mexico to which I went 
sometimes as a youth. [Laughter] 

All of this was what I discovered this 
evening in this extraordinary interpreta- 
tion. I am not speaking about the other 
musical selections because—and what I’m 
going to say now will only be understood 
by the people that are sitting around this 
table—I do not want to extend a—{inau- 
dible|. [Laughter] 

Mr. President, for us, your visit has been 
extremely important. You and your asso- 
ciates have been very friendly and very 
patient. Our friendship has made it pos- 
sible for us to be frank. And it is a beau- 


* President Lépez Portillo was referring to 
Mr. Bernstein. 
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tiful thing when human beings can com- 
municate among themselves with frank- 
ness and openly, even if they have differ- 
ences as the differences that exist between 
our two peoples. 

You are very right; it is difficult for us 
to live next to the most powerful country 
in the world. It must be very difficult for 
you also to live next to a poor country 
and a developing one. 

Things happen, and at times such as 
this one, it would be well to remember 
what was said by the classics in order to 
make an effort to bring harmony to the 
world in accordance with the principles 
that they advocated. Aristotle said that 
after the ideal state of Plato, very objec- 
tively and very realistically, he conceived 
of a society in which there would be no 
men that would be rich enough to buy 
other men and men so poor that they 
would have to sell themselves. 

This, Mr. President, I believe, is the 
most serious matter of our times—the fact 
that there are men that can buy men and 
that there are men that have to sell them- 
selves. And this is what happens very fre- 
quently with our poor people that go to 
the United States. 

I confess, Mr. President, that I am 
deeply moved, and I shall try to be more 
stable. 


But I must reflect upon the fact that we 
are living in a world of inequalities— 
that almost all political systems have been 
capable of denouncing these evils, but we 
have not had the capability of taking to 
practice the solutions that we have pro- 
posed. 

And I wish to bring up a matter which 
I confess concerns me deeply. What is 
happening to the free world? Where has 
freedom led us? 

And this is a matter that I wish to bring 
up and to state as one of the most serious 
questions that can be asked of the Mexi- 
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can revolution. We belong to the world 
of free democracies. It is a political system 
that would want to bring together liberty 
and justice. But, ladies and gentlemen, 
many times when we wished to uphold 
freedom, we had to sacrifice justice. And 
we must ask ourselves, “What have we 
done with our freedom?” Other countries, 
in order to obtain justice, in turn sacrificed 
freedom. No doubt they will have to ask 
themselves, “What have we done with 
justice?” 

We would want to believe that there 
would be some kind of an order that could 
be established in the world in which it 
would be possible to have both values. 
And that is why we want to state this, for 
me, very serious question: Is it possible 
for the human being to be free and at the 
same time to be just? Is it possible to con- 
ceive of an international order that can 
avoid the state of affairs in which a man 
would sell himself and another one would 
buy another human being? When the 
question is asked by a theoretician, it is a 
good statement. But when it is asked by a 
statesman that has specific functions to 
perform, it becomes a tremendous respon- 
sibility. 

I feel this responsibility. Convinced as I 
am of the great values of Western culture, 
certain as I am that it is impossible to live 
without freedom, there is no other alter- 
native left but to make an effort to find 
the roads that will lead to justice. And this 
can only be found if we conceive of life 
among nations as a series of rights and 
duties, to find the people responsible with- 
out pointing a finger of guilt. 

And I believe, Mr. President, that dur- 
ing the talks that we had yesterday and 
today, I believe that we have made state- 
ments and posed questions in such a man- 
ner as to feel satisfied. We have simply 
proposed those matters. We have simply 
brought them up. We have not opened up 
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the road to their solution. But this does 
point a finger in the right direction. 

From you and your associates, Mr. 
President, we have received great under- 
standing as regards what troubles us. We 
have agreed that human rights are of 
fundamental importance. And we have 
expressed our will to decide all the mat- 
ters that were included in our very broad 
agenda. And I believe that a very good 
way to begin is to express our will to do 
so, to commit our intelligence and our 
good faith. And I believe that this is what 
we have been able to do during our meet- 
ings, commit our intelligence and our 
good faith. 

This is what I have understood this 
fruitful dialog to mean, a dialog which 
we have agreed to continue within a very 
short time. 

Until that time comes, Mr. President, 
until our associates are able to clear the 
way, let us, Mr. President, keep alive our 
willingness to live in freedom and, with- 
out losing this freedom, resolve the very 
serious problems of international coexist- 
ence. 

There is no other way but to respect 
values. For that great purpose, Mr. Presi- 
dent, for the effort that you are making 
in your willingness to have human rights 
prevail in the world, for your expressed 
will to decide problems which are so diffi- 
cult between two countries such as ours, 
for the merit it means to be fair when you 
are strong, I wish to raise my glass and 
offer a toast to your health, to the health 
of your wife, and to the great people of 
the United States. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: President Carter spoke at 12 midnight 
at the U.S. Ambassador’s residence. President 
Lépez Portillo spoke in Spanish, and his re- 
marks were translated by an interpreter. 
Earlier in the evening, President Carter and 
President Lépez Portillo attended a perform- 
ance of the Philharmonic Orchestra of Mexico 


City at the Teatro de la Ciudad. 
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Mexico City, Mexico 


Remarks Before the Mexican Congress. 
February 16, 1979 


Mr. President and distinguished Members 
of the Congress of Mexico: 

As President of the fourth largest Span- 
ish-speaking nation, I speak to you—as 
best I can—in the language of Mexico, 
the largest Spanish-speaking nation on 
Earth. 

Nearly a decade ago, the great Mexican 
poet Octavio Paz wrote these words about 
the United States, and I quote: 

“For more than a century that country 
has appeared to our eyes as a gigantic but 
scarcely human reality. Smiling or angry, 
its hand clenched or open, the United 
States neither sees nor hears us, but keeps 
striding on, and as it does so, enters our 
land and crushes us. It is impossible to 
hold back a giant. It is possible, though 
far from easy, to make him listen to 
others. If he listens, this opens the possi- 
bility of coexistence.” 


My friends, I have come to Mexico to 
listen. 

This is a time to appreciate the mutual 
benefits of our historical friendship as 
neighbors. But it is also a time of exciting 
changes within our two countries and in 
our relationship with each other. 

I have come here better to comprehend 
these changes and to gain a greater 
understanding of your views. 

In the last 3 days, I have spent many 
hours with your President, José Léopez 
Portillo. Together, we are working to 
shape a lasting relationship that is based 
on balance and equality, based on mutual 
respect for sovereignty and independence, 
and a mutual recognition of our shared 
destinies. 

The relations between our two countries 
are extremely complex. To quote Octavio 
Paz once more: “What separates us is the 
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very thing that unites us. We are two dis- 
tinct versions of Western civilization.” 

Yet it is undeniable that our cultures 
and our civilizations are more and more 
related. After all, I am speaking to you 
in the language not only of Mexico but 
of 20 million of my fellow citizens in the 
United States of America. 

This mutual interest we feel in our 
respective music, art, drama, and sports, 
and in the looks and sounds of our own 
landscape and our cities as well. 

But it goes deeper than that. If the cul- 
tural reality of the present is a product of 
the past, it is also a map of the future. 
And on that map, the paths to progress for 
both our peoples increasingly converge. I 
strongly believe that the intermingling of 
our two cultures should be welcomed, for 
it will be a source of strength and vitality 
for both peoples. 

For all the cherished differences be- 
tween the customs and histories of our 
two countries, we are alike in another 
very important way: We are both plura- 
listic societies. 

Mexico is the product of many cultural 
influences—influences which have shaped 
a distinctive whole society, while retain- 
ing, at the same time, much of its original 
character. The same can be said of the 
United States. It is natural for us to learn, 
and adopt from one another, ideas. 

From our perspective, the 2,000-year 
history of Mexican civilization is impres- 
sive, even awesome. When the first Eng- 
lish settlers came to the United States, the 
University of Mexico and Spanish settle- 
ments near my present home State were 
already 100 years old. 

Mexico has produced a great and 
unique culture—one that today finds 
beautiful expression in art, literature, 
music, dance, and in architecture of ex- 
traordinary vitality. 

We respect your culture, which enriches 
our own. But we also respect Mexico as a 
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great and growing modern nation in con- 
stant growth, 

President Lépez Portillo has adopted 
many important steps to strengthen polit- 
ical participation, and he has set forth 
goals of wider economic participation and 
social justice as well. We admire and ap- 
plaud these actions. 


I have tried to develop a better ap- 
proach to Latin America and the Carib- 
bean also—one that emphasizes the 
uniqueness of each country. The United 
States views Latin American countries not 
just as regional actors but as important 
leaders in a wider system of global cooper- 
ation. This commitment is more than just 
words. 

During my first year in office, the 
United States signed a new treaty with 
Panama on the Panama Canal, which 
recognizes the national pride and legiti- 
mate rights between people of Panama, 
and at the same time, it is consistent with 
the ideals and best interests of the people 
of the United States. 


We particularly value the role that 
Mexico plays in international affairs in a 
world that is more and more varied and 
less and less dominated by super powers 
or by ideological blocs. 

The influence and leadership of Mexico 
have been increased. You are a recog- 
nized force for international economic 
justice, for the principle of national 
sovereignty and nonintervention, for arms 
control and peace. 

It has been said that war is too im- 
portant to be left to the generals. It is 
equally true that peace is too important to 
be left solely to the super powers. Mexico’s 
policy affirms that every country has a 
stake in control of nuclear arms. Through 
the Treaty of Tlatelolco, you have taken 
a unique and important initiative in in- 
spiring Latin America to be permanently 
free of nuclear weapons. 
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In a world that can be traversed in an 
hour by satellite, and in an instant by 
radio, every country is, in a certain sense, 
the neighbor of every other country. Yet 
the closeness of Mexico and the United 
States is no abstraction. We share an 
open border more than 3,000 kilometers 
long. We are neighbors in every sense of 
the word—and, as President Lépez Portil- 
lo said in his speech to our Congress 2 
years ago, “We shall go on being neighbors 
as long as the Earth circles the Sun.” 

Our friendship has at times been marred 
by mistakes, and even by abuses of power. 
Our perceptions of each other have some- 
times been distorted. But we have made 
progress, and I believe that in the coming 
years, we will make greater progress 
toward fuller cooperation, understanding, 
and mutual respect. 

This will be so if the relations between 
us are the product of an honest dialog such 
as President Lépez Portillo and I have 
had during the last few days. 

In the 2 years since President Lépez 
Portillo became the first head of state to 
visit me at the White House, we have re- 
corded many accomplishments together. 
We have signed a civil aviation agreement 
that will bring the largest expansion of 
air service between two countries in a 
full generation. We have signed and rati- 
fied treaties on prisoner exchange, on 
maritime boundaries, and on fisheries, 
and on extradition. 

We have worked together effectively to 
combat the heroin trade—and we know 
that the task is far from complete. We 
have cooperated and sought each other’s 
counsel on international issues. We have 
strengthened the continuing consultative 
links between our two governments. 

Yesterday we signed agreements to ex- 
pand scientific cooperation in the areas of 
housing and in arid crop development. 
These accomplishments are important, 
not only for themselves but because they 
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demonstrate our willingness and our abil- 
ity to work together. 

Difficult problems remain—especially 
in the areas of trade, energy, and migra- 
tion. Each of these issues defies easy solu- 
tion. Now and for years to come, each will 
require our best efforts to narrow our dif- 
ferences and find common ground. 

As a result of the productive consulta- 
tions of this visit, working groups will con- 
tinue to study the problem. But they will 
make frequent reports to President Lépez 
Portillo and to me. We have agreed to 
meet soon, preferably this summer, to as- 
sess progress and to resolve remaining 
problems. 

This is important, and I want to repeat 
it in my language: [In English] Because of 
the great progress that has been made in 
this visit, we have assigned to working 
groups matters of negotiation and con- 
sultation. These groups will make fre- 
quent reports to President Lépez Portillo 
and to me, and your President and mine 
[I] have agreed to meet very early again 
to assess the progress that has been made, 
and to add our personal influence in re- 
solving remaining problems. Our hope 
and our expectation is that President 
Lépez Portillo and I will meet again as 
early as this summer. 

[In Spanish] Trade between our two 
countries, which already reaches an an- 
nual level of about $10 billion, is certain 
to grow even more rapidly in the future. 
We must work together as neighbors and 
as associates within the system of interna- 
tional trade in order to reduce the barriers 
to trade between our countries and to 
manage presently our commercial rela- 
tions effectively. 

For many reasons—some of them his- 
torical—the issue of energy has aroused 
strong emotion. You are justifiably proud 
of the great natural resources of Mexico. 
That is why I want to repeat today what 
I have emphasized in talking to the peo- 
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ple of my own country: We understand 
clearly that the Mexican oil resources are 
the national patrimony of the Mexican 
people, to be developed and used and 
sold as Mexico sees fit. 

We respect the decision that Mexico 
will produce at a rate suited to its develop- 
ment objectives. As a good customer, we 
are prepared to pay a fair and just price 
for the gas and oil that you may wish to 
sell. 

Mexico’s rapidly growing economic 
strength will help to provide many thou- 
sands of new jobs, a long-term answer to 
the difficult problem of unlawful migra- 
tion. 

As President, I am responsible for up- 
holding the laws of my country, includ- 
ing its immigration laws. I will meet that 
responsibility as fairly and as humanely 
as I can. My consultations held here will 
help me to make the right decisions. I am 
deeply and personally determined to pro- 
tect the basic human rights of all people 
within the borders of my country whether 
or not they are citizens of the United 
States. 

You can be sure that I will meet that 
commitment. My country welcomes 
the growing strength of its great southern 
neighbor. We will not always agree, just 
as we do not always agree with other close 
friends and allies. But we are convinced 
that our own strength is enhanced by hav- 
ing strong and independent friends. 

Our common problems will not be re- 
solved without patient work over many 
years. But in our conversations, President 
Lépez Portillo and I have begun to define 
a common vision of a better future. 

It will be a future in which more trade 
flows freely between countries, 
greater legal migration in both direc- 
tions, greater cooperation between our 
economists, planners, and scientists, and a 
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future in which we shall preserve and 
enrich the cultures of both our countries 
as our peoples become increasingly bilin- 
gual. 

Let us set the basis for our relations 
upon the words of one of the greatest 
figures in the history of human liberty, 
Benito Juarez. These words are embla- 
zoned above, on the walls of this chamber: 

“Among its individuals, as among its 
nations, the respect of the rights of others 
is peace.” 

These words are so important that I 
wish to repeat them in my own language: 

[In English] “Between individuals, as 
between nations, respect for the rights of 
others is peace.” 

[In Spanish] Thank you all very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. 


in the Chamber of Deputies of the Congress. 
He spoke in Spanish, except where noted 
above, and the translation follows the White 
House press release. 

Earlier in the day, President Carter met at 
Los Pinos with President Lépez Portillo. 


Mexico City, Mexico 


Joint Communique Issued at the Conclusion 
of Meetings Between President Carter and 
President Lopez Portillo. February 16, 1979 


At the invitation of the President of the 
United Mexican States, Licenciado José 
Lépez Portillo, the President of the 
United States of America, Jimmy Carter, 
made a visit to Mexico from the four- 
teenth to the sixteenth of February, 1979. 

Both Presidents held extensive discus- 
sions in an atmosphere of sincerity, 
friendship and mutual understanding. 
They reviewed international issues, hemi- 
spheric problems and bilateral matters, 
from the time when President Lépez 
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Portillo made a State visit to Washington, 
D.C.—the first visit by a foreign Head of 
State to the United States after the in- 
auguration of President Carter. 

Both Presidents reviewed the operation 
of the U.S.-Mexican Consultative Mech- 
anism, which was established during that 
visit to examine issues facing the two 
countries within the context of an overall 
bilateral relationship. They decided to 
strengthen the mechanism and provide it 
with more dynamism, cohesion and flexi- 
bility for its more effective operation. To 
this end, they agreed that, in the light of 
the guidelines spelled out in this Joint 
Communique, concrete recommendations 
would be made within a period of four 
months on ways the mechanism can more 
effectively solve problems, taking into con- 
sideration the close relationship among 
these problems. 

Upon reviewing the international scene 
and the grave problems that affect world 
peace, both Presidents reiterated their 
confidence in the United Nations, con- 
vinced that this institution is the best al- 
ternative to achieve a peaceful world with 
equity and justice. They also agreed that 
all possible efforts should be made so that 
the United Nations can achieve new dy- 
namism. They expressed their willingness 
to cooperate to tais end within the Spe- 
cial Committee on the Charter of the 
United Nations and on the Strengthening 
of the Role of the Organization. They also 
expressed support for the important work 
of the Organization of American States 
and the need to strengthen and modernize 
this regional organization. 

They emphasized that a new interna- 
tional system should be guided by accept- 
ed principles of international conduct, 
particularly the following: non-interven- 
tion of the internal affairs of other States, 
the prohibition of the use of threat or 
force, respect for the self-determination of 
peoples, the peaceful solution of conflicts, 
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and the sovereign right of each nation to 
take full advantage of its natural re- 
sources for the economic and social de- 
velopment of its people. 

Both Presidents expressed their agree- 
ment that peace is more than just the ab- 
sence of hostilities; peace also includes the 
elimination of hunger, disease, illiteracy, 
poverty, ignorance and injustice—tasks in 
which all countries of the international 
community share responsibility. 

The Presidents examined the develop- 
ment of their economies within a global 


. context. They agreed that major efforts 


should be made to adjust and improve 
the international economic system to take 
into account the interests and concerns of 
developing countries. They expressed their 
concern over the world-wide problems of 
inflation, unemployment, protectionism 
and monetary and financial difficulties. 
They recognized that it is important to 
assure the adequate transfer of real re- 
sources to developing countries and to pro- 
mote stable economic and social develop- 
ment throughout the world. 

The Heads of State committed them- 
selves to use their best efforts toward the 
execution of the goals set by the Tenth 
U.N. Special Session on Disarmament, 
and, within this context, they also recog- 
nized the importance of the Treaty for 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 
Latin America (the Treaty of Tlatelolco). 
President Lopez Portillo expressed his ap- 
preciation to President Carter for having 
signed Protocol I of the Treaty of Tlate- 
lolco, and he also expressed his firm hopes 
that it will be ratified soon. President Lé- 
pez Portillo recognized the importance of 
reaching an agreement on strategic arms 
limitations as a solid base for further 
agreements in this field. 

The Presidents exchanged opinions on 
the possible measures to limit the transfer 
of conventional weapons, both at a world- 
wide and regional level, and, in this con- 
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text, President Carter reiterated the sup- 
port of his Administration for self-re- 
straint in the transfer of conventional 
weapons—efforts initiated by the nations 
of Latin America and the Caribbean dur- 
ing a meeting held in Mexico, in August 
of 1978. He also reiterated his Adminis- 
tration’s policy to respect the decisions 
undertaken by the countries interested in 
this matter. The Presidents also recog- 
nized the importance of the U.N. Confer- 
ence on Conventional Weapons to be held 
later this year. 

The Presidents expressed their particu- 
lar interest in strengthening international 
organizations engaged in the protection 
of guarantees of individual rights. They 
especially commended the work of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights and urged other nations in the 
hemisphere to give it their full support. 

Both leaders expressed their deep con- 
cern over the crisis that continues to af- 
fect the people of Nicaragua, violating 
their most fundamental human rights, re- 
affirming their decision to continue work- 
ing through the United Nations and the 
Organization of American States, in the 
search for a democratic and fair solution 
to the conflict. 

Upon reviewing trade relations between 
their countries, both Presidents expressed 
their satisfaction with the continuous 
growth of this exchange. President Lépez 
Portillo noted the historic trade deficit 
of Mexico with the United States, par- 
ticularly if recent sales of Mexican oil are 
excluded, making known the convenience 
of taking all methods necessary to reduce 
it, permitting an increase in the export 
of Mexican merchandise, particularly 
those of higher value-added which would 
benefit both countries. President Carter 
emphasized the need to reduce trade bar- 
riers on a broad basis. In this connection, 
he called attenion to the trade conces- 
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sions offered by the United States which 
would be of significant benefit to Mexico. 

President Lépez Portillo noted that the 
eventual membership of Mexico to GATT 
would depend, as it was stated in Sep- 
tember, 1973, in Tokyo, on the considera- 
tion of special treatment to developing 
countries which should be measured in 
terms of equal treatment for equal coun- 
tries and unequal treatment for unequal 
countries ; on the final results of the multi- 
lateral trade negotiations; and on the 
terms of its negotiation on adherence to 
GATT, which it initiated on January 16 
of this year. Mexico will make a decision 
which will depend on the compatibility 
of the liberalization of trade and with the 
stage and condition of Mexico’s economic 
development. 

President Carter expressed his strong 
support for expanded world trade and re- 
ducing trade barriers, and expressed his 
hope that Mexico would play a greater 
role in the shaping and the management 
of an improved world trading system. 

The two Presidents agreed that the 
rapid and satisfactory conclusion of the 
Multilateral Trade Negotiations will rep- 
resent an important step toward the im- 
provement of the world’s economy. They 
felt, however, that these negotiations 
could only end successfully if developing 
countries, such as Mexico, have an equi- 
table participation in its results. In order 
to achieve this, it is necessary to fully im- 
plement the Tokyo Declaration, particu- 
larly with regard to differential treatment 
for developing countries. 

They also agreed to try to conclude suc- 
cessfully and within the shortest period of 
time, their bilateral trade negotiations 
with the framework of the Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations. The Presidents 
reaffirmed the Tokyo Declaration to the 
effect that Mexico would make a contri- 
bution to the Multilateral Trade Negotia- 
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tions only to the extent of its trade, finance 
and development possibilities. President 
Carter favorably recognized Mexico’s ef- 
fort in gradually eliminating non-tariff 
barriers and considered this effort as a 
potential contribution to the goals of the 
aforementioned negotiation. 

The Presidents also agreed that the fu- 
ture expansion of trade between the two 
countries will require a continuous liberal- 
ization of both countries’ trade policies, in 
accordance with the trade, financial and 
development needs of each nation. They 
also committed themselves to renew their 
efforts to this end and to carry out close 
consultations on trade and financial mat- 
ters. President Lépez Portillo reasserted 
the Mexican Government’s decision to 
continue the process of gradually elimi- 
nating non-tariff barriers, and to do so 
with prudence, caution and according to 
international economic conditions. Presi- 
dent Carter noted that his Administration 
had given special attention to Mexico’s 
export needs in the implementation of 
U.S. trade laws and committed himself 
to continue to oppose protectionism and 
to resist attempts to reduce the security of 
access to U.S. markets for Mexican 
products. 

Both Presidents recognized the mutual 
benefits deriving from the U.S. General- 
ized System of Preferences. However, 
President Lépez Portillo pointed out that 
the system contains serious limitations for 
its full utilization and that measures 
should be taken to improve the system, 
particularly, with regard to the liberaliza- 
tion of the application of the so-called 
“competitive need clause.” 

President Carter noted that Mexico’s 
exports that entered under GSP have 
doubled in the last two years and that 
Mexico is the leading beneficiary of trade 
preferences in Latin America. 

President Lépez Portillo expressed hope 
that the new rules of international trade 
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would give due consideration to the inter- 
ests of developing countries, and would 
not institutionalize the increasing protec- 
tionist actions by developed nations. 
President Carter pointed out that protec- 
tionism was a contagious condition which 
threatened all countries. He pointed out 
his own record of opposition to protec- 
tionism which should be resisted in all 
countries. 

The Presidents emphasized the impor- 
tance of cooperation in the field of science 
and technology as a means for dealing 
with many economic and social problems. 
They also agree on the mutual advantages 
of intensifying this cooperation. 

The Presidents expressed their satisfac- 
tion with regard to plans to reinforce the 
present mechanisms for scientific and 
technological cooperation between both 
nations, and asked the authorities in these 
fields of their respective nations to ex- 
pedite the execution of these plans, within 
the framework of the mixed Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation Commission 
and the Consultative Mechanism. 

To signal their commitment, the two 
Presidents took note of the two agree- 
ments signed during the visit, on Arid 
Lands Management and Urban Planning 
and a Memorandum of Understanding on 
Scientific and Technological Cooperation 
also signed during the visit. They also 
discussed plans for the Institute for Tech- 
nological Cooperation, which they agreed 
would facilitate cooperative research and 
development between the two countries. 

Both Presidents exchanged views on 
fishery matters because they considered 
this a priority interest for both nations, 
and agreed to carry on discussions in this 
important field. 

The leaders had a wide-ranging dis- 
cussion on energy, which included both 
its bilateral and global aspects. They 
agreed that it is not possible to separate 
energy resources from economic develop- 
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ment, not only for countries who have 
them, but for countries that dq not have 
them, and because of this, an economic 
order should be sensitive to the necessity 
to provide for the needs of the poor, and 
investment should be directed so as to 
encourage their industrialization. 

Taking into consideration Mexico’s po- 
tential as an energy producing country, 
President Lépez Portillo reiterated that 
energy resources must be considered as 
the patrimony of mankind so that the 
production, distribution and consumption 
of these resources be made in an orderly 
and rational fashion, and so that all al- 
ternative sources of energy be developed 
including the financing and transfer of 
technologies that are accessible to all de- 
veloping countries. President Carter ex- 
pressed interest in this idea and willing- 
ness to explore these subjects further. 

The two Presidents decided to start 
immediately the design of plans to col- 
laborate in the field of energy, with a 
strict observance of their respective na- 
tional policies, and to initiate or expand, 
whatever might be the case, trade in 
hydrocarbon products, electricity and 
other energy resources. 

Both Presidents agreed to plan a joint 
Mexican-U.S. study on the possibilities 
of exchange of electric energy on a ra- 
tional basis along with common border. 

With regard to nuclear energy, Presi- 
dent Carter noted the need to speed up 
the export of enriched uranium to Mexi- 
co to put in operation the electricity-gen- 
erating plants that the Mexican Govern- 
ment is planning. 

Both Presidents also agreed to support 
and promote scientific and technological 
cooperation in the field of energy, includ- 
ing solar and geothermal energy. Presi- 
dent Carter said that his government 
would be helpful in cooperating to en- 
hance the technological capabilities in 
Mexico. 
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The results of these agreements, studies 
and talks would be included in the report 
of the Consultative Mechanism. 

With regard to the eventual sale of sur- 
pluses of Mexican natural gas to the 
United States, the Presidents discussed the 
future possibility of such transactions. 


On the part of the United States, Presi- 
dent Carter pledged to develop means for 
expediting sales by Petroleos Mexicanos 
to purchasing companies. 

On the part of Mexico, the government 
will re-evaluate the amount of the pos- 
sible surpluses, taking into consideration 
the needs to be generated with the estab- 
lishment of the National Gas Pipeline 
Network. 

On this basis the two Presidents agreed 
to have their governmental representa- 
tives meet as soon as possible and begin 
discussing the best means to facilitate de- 
cisions on these matters. 

The two Presidents agreed to examine 
jointly the prospects of future sales of 
crude oil and petroleum products from 
Mexico to the United States. 

The phenomenon of the Mexican mi- 
grant workers was discussed with the 
overall context of social and economic re- 
lations between both countries. The two 
Presidents committed themselves to carry 
out a close bilateral cooperation in order 
to find an integral, realistic and long-term 
solution which would respect the dignity 
and the human rights of these workers, 
and which would also respect the many 
social, economic and development prob- 
lems that are involved in this matter. 

In this context, they agreed that their 
governments would continue to consult 
closely on all aspects of the migration 
question, including its economic and so- 
cial implications in both countries, and 
agreed that the Joint Consultative 
Mechanism should meet promptly to 
share fully and jointly the results of their 
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respective research and studies on this 
issue. 

President Lépez Portillo reiterated that 
Mexico does not wish to export workers 
but goods, and also noted that the phe- 
nomenon of migrant workers is part of 
the employment problem whose solution 
is a priority concern of the Mexican State 
in a constitutional category and which is 
looked upon in Mexico’s development 
programs. He added, however, that it is 
necessary to take into consideration that 
this is a matter of bilateral nature, of 
long history, that it is stimulated by a real 
demand, and that, in any event, it de- 
serves respect with regard to its human 
aspect and requires a clear and objective 
analysis, taking into consideration that re- 
strictive other areas slow 
solution that both countries 
wish for this problem. 


measures in 
down the 


President Carter expressed concern 
about the problem of unlawful immigra- 
tion into the United States and its impact 
on the United States. He took note of 
the responsibility of the United States 
Government to enforce the laws respect- 
ing immigration, and the need to bring 
to justice those who traffic in undocu- 
mented migrants. 

The Presidents discussed the status of 
border relations, reaffirming their goals 
to promote an adequate flow of goods and 
people, to fight all kinds of contraband 
which adversely affect the economies of 
both countries, and to strengthen coop- 
eration between the authorities of both 
countries. 

They noted with satisfaction the suc- 
cess of current programs in sharply re- 
ducing the traffic in dangerous drugs and 
pledged to continue to strengthen and ex- 
pand their efforts to suppress the pro- 
duction and trafficking of illicit narcotics. 
President Carter took special note of the 
effective record of Mexican authorities in 
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suppressing the traffic in narcotics. The 
two Presidents agreed to explore with 
neighboring countries the possibility of 
multilateral programs assisting them in 
strengthening narcotics control arrange- 
ments. 

Both leaders reaffirmed the importance 
of having good quality and abundant 
water for the health and well-being of 
citizens on both sides of the border. They 
instructed the International Boundaries 
and Waters Commission in the context of 
the existing agreements to make immedi- 
ate recommendations for further progress 
toward a permanent solution to the san- 
itation of waters along the border. 

The Presidents agreed to continue their 
consultations over a wide range of inter- 
national political and economic matters, 
and reaffirmed their intention to maintain 
close contact and to give their personal 
and continuous attention to the reinforce- 
ment and broadening of the numerous 
areas of cooperation existing between 
their nations. 

President Carter suggested that both 
Presidents meet again in the summer to 
examine the report of the Consultative 
Mechanism and to assess progress on the 
issues discussed in Mexico City. President 
Lépez Portillo gladly accepted this sug- 
gestion. 

NOTE: President Carter and President Lépez 
Portillo signed the joint communique during 
departure ceremonies for President Carter at 


Licenciado Benito Juarez International Air- 
port. 
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where in this issue. 
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February 11 


The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David, Md. 

February 12 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Zpbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Af- 
fairs; 

—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the Pres- 
ident for Congressional Liaison; 

—a group of civic and community 
leaders, to discuss his trip to Mexico. 

The White House announced that the 
President received, on Friday evening, 
February 9, the report of the emergency 
board investigating the dispute between 
Wien Air Alaska and the Air Line Pilots 
Association. 

The President announced the persons 
who will represent the United States at 
the independence celebrations of St. Lucia 
on February 22. The Honorable Frank V. 
Ortiz, Jr., U.S. Ambassador to Barbados, 
will head the delegation, attending as per- 
sonal representative of the President with 
the rank of Special Ambassador. Mrs. 
Ortiz will accompany the Ambassador. 
The representatives of the President, also 
with the rank of Special Ambassador, will 
be: 

Jason BERMAN of Washington, D.C.; 
Cuar.es Lomax of Chicago, IIl.; 

I. I. Ozar of Kansas City, Mo. ; 

GeraLp M. TABENKEN of Veazie, Maine; 
RutuH K. WATANABE of Los Angeles, Calif. 

The President will be represented at the 
funeral services for the late Edvard Kar- 
delj in Ljubljana, Yugoslavia, by W. 
Averell Harriman, who will head the U.S. 
Delegation. Other members of the delega- 
tion are: 

Mrs. W. AvVERELL HARRIMAN; 

SENATOR JosePH R. Bipen of Delaware; 

REPRESENTATIVE JAMES L. OBERSTAR of Min- 
nesota ; 


Joun Btatnix, former U.S. Representative 
from Minnesota; 

Dr. MicHAEL MurTIc, national committeeman 
from Colorado, Democratic National Com- 
mittee ; 

ANDREW VALUCHEK, special assistant to the 
chairman of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. 


The President declared a major disas- 
ter for the Marshall Islands District as a 
result of Typhoon Alice, beginning about 
January 3, which caused extensive public 
and private property damage. 

February 13 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Mr. Moore; 

Senators Jennings Randolph and 
Robert C. Byrd and Representative 
Harley O. Staggers of West Virginia; 

—Representatives Charles B. Rangel of 

New York and Henry A. Waxman of 
California ; 
Stansfield Turner, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, Hamilton Jordan, 
Assistant to the President, and Dr. 
Brzezinski; 

—Elie Wiesel, Chairman of the Presi- 

dent’s Commission on the Holocaust. 


February 14 


The President met at the White House 
with Dr. Brzezinski. 

The President left the White House for 
a visit to Mexico. 
February 16 

Following his return to the White 
House from Mexico, the President met 
with Vice President Walter F. Mondale, 
Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance, Dr. 
Brzezinski, Mr. Turner, and other admin- 
istration officials to discuss developments 
in the Middle East and Asia. He then left 
for a weekend stay at Camp David, Md. 


293 








NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or nomi- 
nations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted February 13, 1979 


Henry S. Docin, of New York, to be Admin- 
istrator of Law Enforcement Assistance, vice 
Richard W. Velde, resigned. 

Georce E. Cire, of Texas, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern District of 
Texas, vice a new position created by P.L. 
95-486, approved October 20, 1978. 

James DeAnna, of Texas, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern District of 
Texas, vice a new position created by P.L. 
95-486, approved October 20, 1978. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the National Museum Services Board for 
terms expiring December 6, 1983: 

Dovucias Ditton, of New York (reap- 
pointment). 

Nerv Harris, of Illinois (reappointment). 


Submitted February 14, 1979 


Rosert Burns Pirig, Jr., of Maryland, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Defense, vice John 
Patrick White, resigned. 

Jesse Hit, Jr., of Georgia, to be a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Communica- 
tions Satellite Corporation until the date of 
the annual meeting of the Corporation in 
1982 (reappointment). 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following listing contains releases of the 
White House Press Office which are not 
included in this issue. 


Released February 13, 1979 

Announcement: nomination of George E. Cire 
to be a United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Texas 

Announcement: nomination of James DeAnda 
to be a United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Texas 


Released February 15, 1979 

News conference: on reorganization of U.S. 
foreign assistance programs—by Ambassa- 
dor at Large Henry D. Owen, John J. Gilli- 
gan, Administrator, Agency for Interna- 
tional Development, and John P. White, 
Deputy Director, and Peter L. Szanton, As- 
sociate Director for Organization Studies, 
Office of Management and Budget 

Advance text: remarks of President Carter at 
a dinner honoring President José Lépez 
Portillo of Mexico 


Released February 16, 1979 
Advance text: remarks 
Congress (two releases 


before the Mexican 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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